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ENHANCEMENT AGREEMENTS WITH THE TOWN OF MARKHAM,  
CITY OF PICKERING, YORK AND DURHAM REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARDS  

SOUTHEAST COLLECTOR TRUNK SEWER - PROJECT 74040 
 
The Environmental Services Committee recommends the adoption of the 
recommendations contained in the following report dated October 27, 2011, from 
the Commissioner of Environmental Services. 

 
 

1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended that: 
 
1. The Commissioner of Environmental Services be authorized to execute formal 

agreements for the enhancement projects described in this report with the Town of 
Markham and the York and Durham Region Public and Catholic School Boards, 
subject to final review by Legal Services. 

 
2. The Commissioner of Environmental Services be authorized to extend the completion 

date for the community enhancement projects in the City of Pickering from the 
previously agreed date of December 2015 to December 2017. 

 
3. This report be circulated to the Regional Municipality of Durham, Town of Markham, 

City of Pickering, York Region District School Board, York Catholic District School 
Board, Durham District School Board and the Durham Catholic District School 
Board, for information. 

 
 

2. PURPOSE 
 
This report provides a status update on: 
 
• York Region funding in connection with the Southeast Collector Trunk Sewer 

project. 
• Progress to date under the agreement with Toronto and Region Conservation 

Authority for enhancements in the Rouge Park and Bob Hunter Memorial Park. 
• Negotiations with the City of Pickering for the funding of enhancements valued at $8 

million. 
• Negotiations with the Town of Markham for the funding of enhancements valued at 

$1 million  
• Negotiations with the York and Durham Region Public and Catholic School Boards 

for the funding of approximate $400,000 to fund post-secondary school scholarships 
in areas related to environmental sciences. 
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• Negotiations with Durham Region Public and Catholic School Board for the funding 
of $100,000 to fund “greening” projects at schools in the City of Pickering that are in 
close proximity to the Southeast Collector project. 

 
This report also requests Council authority for the Commissioner of Environmental 
Services on the following: 
 
• To set the completion date for the City of Pickering enhancements to 2017; 
• To execute a formal funding agreement with the Town of Markham to fund 

community enhancements projects. 
• To execute agreements with each of the four school boards to fund environmental 

scholarship. 
• To execute agreements with the Durham Region Public and Catholic School Boards 

to fund “greening projects” at City of Pickering’s schools. 
 
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 
Regional Council approves $15 million enhancement fund in 
November 2008 
 
In November 2008, Regional Council approved a total value of approximately $15 
million in funding to provide recreational, environmental and infrastructure 
improvements in connection with the Southeast Collector Individual Environmental 
Assessment to benefit communities in proximity to the Southeast Collector Trunk Sewer 
route. The purpose of the enhancement program is to provide long-term community 
enhancements as a legacy of the project’s implementation. The proposed enhancements 
identified at that time were for areas in Rouge Park, including Bob Hunter Memorial 
Park, the City of Pickering and the Town of Markham. 
 
Implementation of Bob Hunter Memorial Park enhancements with total 
value of $6 million is currently underway with implementation by Toronto 
and Region Conservation Authority 
 
Bob Hunter Memorial Park and Rouge Park enhancements, with an approximate value of 
$6 million, were included as part of the funds to be spent in the Town of Markham as 
approved by Regional Council in November 2008. Regional staff was authorized to 
execute an agreement with the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority for delivery 
of the environmental and recreational enhancements in the Bob Hunter Memorial Park 
and Rouge Park. 
 
A five phase Enhancement Plan for Bob Hunter Memorial Park and Rouge Park was 
prepared and provided to the Ministry of the Environment in May 2010 and work on 
Phase 1 commenced in 2010. Phase 1 work includes trails, a parking lot and creation of 
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meadows and a wetland as bird and frog habitat. Key stakeholders, including the Hunter 
family, have visited the Phase 1 work and have indicated their satisfaction with the 
progress to date. Phase 2 works commenced in 2011 and the entire Enhancement Plan is 
scheduled for completion by 2015. 
 
City of Pickering enhancements recommended for implementation with 
total value of $8 million were approved by City of Pickering Council in 
September 2011 
 
In November 2008, Regional Council authorized the Commissioner of Environmental 
Services to execute a formal agreement with the City of Pickering to undertake 
enhancement projects, subject to review by Legal Services and upon receipt of project 
approvals. Subsequently, in July 2010, the Region reaffirmed its commitment to fund 
mutually agreed upon community enhancements related to the Southeast Collector Trunk 
Sewer project up to a value of $8 million. 
 
Over the past year, Regional staff have worked with staff from the City of Pickering, 
Durham Region and Toronto and Region Conservation Authority to refine a list of 
projects for the City of Pickering to undertake pursuant to the original commitment. The 
candidate projects were categorized as either infrastructure, recreational or ecological in 
nature and then the high priority projects were identified and summarized in a separate 
list. Table 1 of the City’s staff report (see Attachment 1) lists the high priority projects, 
having an estimated total value of $8 million. Table 2 (see Attachment 1) lists the 
remaining other enhancement projects and their associated values. Projects from Table 2 
will only be brought forward for further consideration in the event that a project from 
Table 1 cannot be implemented for any reason including inadequate co-funding from the 
provincial and federal governments for the Frenchman’s Bay project. In September 2011, 
City of Pickering Council approved the projects identified in Table 1 and Table 2 (see 
Attachment 1). 
 
Included in the approved list of high priority projects (Table 1, Attachment 1) is $200,000 
designated for environmental scholarships with the Durham District School Board and 
the Durham Catholic District School Board as well as $100,000 in “greening” projects at 
some schools in close proximity to the Southeast Collector Trunk Sewer project. While 
the value of the funds ($300,000) to be provided to the Durham School Boards is 
allocated within the $8 million total City of Pickering enhancements value, the City of 
Pickering has requested that York Region enter into separate agreements with the school 
boards rather than Pickering receive and disburse funds to the school boards. 
 
$1 million in Town of Markham enhancements recommended for 
implementation and approved by Markham Council in June 2011 
 
In November 2008, Regional Council approved recreational, infrastructure and ecological 
enhancements for the Town of Markham with an approximate value of $7 million. Of this 
amount to be spent in Markham, $6 million was allocated for delivery under the 
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agreement with Toronto and Region Conservation Authority for the Bob Hunter 
Memorial Park and Rouge Park enhancements including trails, pedestrian bridges, 
parking lots, wetlands and an extensive tree and meadow planting program. Over the past 
year, Regional and Town staff met to finalize a list of projects that will be implemented 
for the remaining $1 million of Town enhancements. 
 
In June 2011, Town Council approved in principle a list of enhancements with a value of 
$1 million and have asked their staff to report back to the Town’s Environmental Issues 
Committee on further details on a number of the recommended enhancements (see 
Attachment 2). 
 
Included in the list of enhancements for the Town of Markham are the funding 
agreements with the York Region public and Catholic School Boards. The Town of 
Markham has requested the Region enter into these agreements with the Boards directly 
rather than Markham receiving and disbursing scholarship funds to the school boards. 
 
 

4. ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS 
 

Enhancement projects approved by the City of Pickering 
 
Table 1 in Attachment 1 summarizes the final list of high priority projects with a total 
value of $8 million that have been approved by the City of Pickering Council for 
implementation. 
 
Some projects from the final list will require extended time to implement, and 
consequently, the City has requested an extension of time to December 2017 to 
implement the enhancements. Accordingly, Recommendation 2 of this report requests 
authority for the Commissioner of Environmental Services to extend the time for 
implementing the approved list of enhancements to December 2017 in the agreement 
currently being negotiated with the City. 
 
Of particular note is that the Frenchman’s Bay Harbour Entrance Reconstruction project 
is not part of the original list of enhancement projects considered for the Southeast 
Collector project. However it is an important project for the City of Pickering to 
implement as it provides recreational, environmental and infrastructure benefits for all 
residents of the City. The Frenchman’s Bay Harbour Entrance Reconstruction Project is 
dependent upon Pickering’s receipt of additional funding from the provincial and federal 
governments. In the event that this additional funding is not forthcoming by December 
31, 2014, alternative recreational and ecological projects will be selected from the 
approved list of other enhancement projects (Table 2 of Attachment 1) for 
implementation instead. Alternative projects will be selected on the explicit proviso that 
the total cost of all enhancements shall not exceed $8 million. 
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Staff from the Region and the City are currently negotiating the funding agreement that 
will establish the principles for implementing the final approved list of enhancements 
including financial details, reporting issues and roles and responsibilities as well as time 
lines. Authority to execute such an agreement with the City of Pickering was previously 
granted to the Commissioner of Environmental Services in November 2008. 
 
Enhancement projects approved by the Town of Markham 
 
A list of recreational and environmental enhancement projects was developed by the 
Region in consultation with Town of Markham staff during the Southeast Collector 
Environmental Assessment. Over the past year, this list was re-assessed and only projects 
feasible for implementation were recommended to Town of Markham Council for 
approval. The list of the enhancement projects with total value of $1 million was adopted 
by the Town’s Council (see Attachment 2). 
 
Staff from the Region and Town are currently negotiating a funding agreement, which 
will establish the principles for implementing the final approved list of enhancements 
including financial details, reporting issues and roles and responsibilities as well as time 
lines. The funds currently allocated for each enhancement may be re-distributed between 
the projects based on negotiations of the recommended enhancements implementation. 
However, the total funding provided is to remain the same. Recommendation 1 of this 
Report requests authority for the Commissioner of Environmental Services to execute the 
resultant agreement with the Town of Markham. 
 
Funding agreements with the York and Durham Region Public and Catholic 
School Boards 
 
The Town of Markham’s and City of Pickering’s approved lists of projects include 
enhancements for the York and Durham Public and Catholic School Boards in the total 
amount of $400,000 for environmental scholarships that will be awarded annually to 
students undertaking post secondary education in areas related to environmental sciences. 
As identified above, both the City of Pickering and the Town of Markham have requested 
that York Region enter into agreements directly with the school boards for the transfer 
and administration of these funds. 
 
Regional staff will continue working with each school board to discuss the principles and 
terms of the scholarship agreements. Staff will further investigate the feasibility of 
designating scholarship funds to students that demonstrate both academic merit and 
financial need. The school boards will be required to administer the scholarships and put 
in place a selection procedure for student applicants and winners of the scholarships. The 
Boards will not charge an administration fee and each school board will be required to 
provide an annual report including financial details of the scholarship and the successful 
recipients. The City and Town will be invited to be named on the scholarships along with 
York Region. 
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Regional staff are also working with the Durham Public and Catholic School Boards to 
negotiate funding agreements for greening projects for schools in close proximity to the 
Southeast Collector Trunk Sewer project. The total value for the greening projects has 
been established at $100,000. Recommendation 3 of this Report requests authority for the 
Commissioner of Environmental Services to execute the resultant agreement with the 
respective school boards. 
 
Link to 2011-2015 Strategic Plan 
 
Implementation of the Southeast Collector Trunk Sanitary Sewer Project and proceeding 
with the enhancement agreements outlined in this report are a key component of the 
Region's commitment to continue to deliver and sustain critical infrastructure. Upon 
completion of this project the Region will have capacity to service growth until 2031 and 
the new sewer will provide the necessary redundancy to enable maintenance and repair of 
the existing infrastructure in years to come. 
 
 

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
A total value of $15 million for Southeast Collector Enhancements was approved by 
Regional Council in November 2008 and funds are included in the approved 10-year 
capital program for funding these enhancements. 
 
 

6. LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT 
 
Regional staff are working with the staff from the Town of Markham and City of 
Pickering on the appropriate strategies for implementing the $15 million of enhancements 
approved by Regional Council in November 2008. Generally the City and Town are 
satisfied with current progress and future enhancements to be undertaken over the next 6 
years. Implementation of the enhancement projects will provide a positive legacy for 
residents in the communities impacted by construction of the Southeast Collector Trunk 
Sewer project. 
 
 

7. CONCLUSION 
 
Regional staff will continue to work with the City of Pickering and Town of Markham 
staff to finalize the funding agreements for implementing the approved list of 
enhancements for each municipality. The final cost of work will not exceed the Regional 
Council approved total of $15 million. Agreements will also be finalized with the York 
and Durham Region Public and Catholic School Boards related to funding of scholarships 
for students pursuing advanced studies in areas related to environmental sciences and 
with Durham Region School Boards for greening projects. It is planned to have all of the 
enhancements completed in parallel with the time lines for the Southeast Collector Trunk 
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Sewer with an allowance of two additional years for completion of the City of Pickering 
enhancements as requested in final City approved list. 
 
For more information on this report, please contact Daniel Kostopoulos, Director, Capital 
Planning and Delivery, Environmental services, at Ext. 5070. 
 
 
The Senior Management Group has reviewed this report. 

 
(The two attachments referred to in this clause are attached to this report.) 
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