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GREATER TORONTO AREA AGRICULTURAL ACTION COMMITTEE 2010 
ANNUAL REPORT AND 2011 WORK PLAN; AND UPDATE OF THE YORK 

REGION AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY LIAISON GROUP 
 

 
The Planning and Economic Development Committee recommends the adoption 
of the recommendations contained in the following report dated September 22, 
2011, from the Acting Commissioner of Planning and Development Services. 
 
 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
It is recommended that: 
  
1. Council endorse proposed changes to the Terms of Reference for the York Region 

Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group in Attachment 3. 
 
2. The Regional Clerk circulate this report to the local municipalities in York Region for 

information. 
 
 

2. PURPOSE 
 
This report highlights the activities of the Greater Toronto Area - Agricultural Action 
Committee (GTA-Agricultural Action Committee).  
 
In addition, the report provides an update of current and proposed initiatives being 
undertaken by the York Region Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group, including proposed 
changes to the Committee’s Terms of Reference. 
 
 

3. BACKGROUND  
 
The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee is a GTA-wide committee that 
ensures the implementation of the action items in the GTA Agricultural 
Action Plan 
 
The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee is a GTA-wide committee, established in 2005, 
to facilitate and co-ordinate the collaborative efforts of GTA municipalities (Durham, 
Halton, Peel, York, and Toronto), Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, GTA Federations of Agriculture and agricultural stakeholders, to implement the 
GTA Agricultural Action Plan (the Plan).  
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The Plan, which was endorsed by Regional Council on January 22, 2005, identified 37 
actions to address agricultural issues related to economic development, education, 
marketing and land use planning. The purpose of these action items is to foster a positive 
environment for farming in the GTA and improve the competitiveness of the industry. 
These actions are monitored to ensure they are being implemented.  Furthermore, these 
actions are being reviewed to address their effectiveness going forward.  
 
The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee is supported by a GTA Regional 
Working Group in implementing the Plan  
 
The Regional Planning Commissioners of Ontario (RPCO) GTA Caucus provides 
guidance and direction on the implementation of the GTA Agricultural Action Plan, and 
they co-ordinate Regional staff assistance, through a GTA Regional Agricultural 
Working Group to ensure that progress is made on Regional led actions outlined in the 
Plan. 
 
The Working Group is comprised of planning and economic development staff from the 
four GTA Regions and the City of Toronto. The Working Group has been instrumental in 
providing background and research input and assistance to the GTA-Agricultural Action 
Committee, which is developing a new “Golden Horseshoe Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Strategy and Action Plan”. 
 
Municipal Representation to the GTA- Agricultural Action Committee 
 
Membership on the GTA- Agricultural Action Committee Board includes one member 
appointed from each Regional Council in the GTA.  The Regional Municipality of York 
is represented by Mayor Virginia Hackson, who was appointed by Regional Council in 
2010. 
 
The GTA- Agricultural Action Committee Board's membership is as follows:  
• One member from each of the four GTA Federations of Agriculture; 
• one member from each of the four GTA Regional Municipalities (Regional Chairs or 

delegates) 
• One member from the City of Toronto 
• One member from the Toronto Food Policy Council 
• Five members-at-large appointed by the GTA- Agricultural Action Committee from 

the agri-food sector (e.g., processors, retailers, food service, consumers, etc.) 
• One Provincial government representative (non-voting) 
• One Federal government representative (non-voting) 
 
Representation from the agri-food sector has been increased to obtain a broader cross-
section of the industry. 
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The York Region Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group advises Regional 
Council on agricultural matters and assists the Region in its efforts to 
protect and promote agriculture in York Region 
 
While the GTA- Agricultural Action Committee has a critical role in promoting and 
supporting GTA agricultural issues, the York Region Agricultural Advisory Liaison 
Group has an important role in assisting York Region in agricultural matters.  The Region 
formed the York Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group in 2001 with a mandate outlined 
in a Terms of Reference (Attachment 3).  It should also be noted that similar Agricultural 
Advisory Committees have been set up in the Regions of Halton, Peel, and Durham.  The 
York Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group is a voluntary advisory committee authorized 
by Regional Council in accordance with a Terms of Reference that provides its overall 
goals, purpose and membership requirements.  The Liaison Group meets on a quarterly 
basis or as required.  Meetings are normally held at the Regional Administrative Centre.   
 
The main goals of the York Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group are: 
• To assist the Region of York in its efforts to protect agricultural lands as a natural 

resource of major importance to the economic viability of the Region 
• To support York Region’s farmers and agricultural organizations as valuable 

contributors to the community and the economy of the Region 
• To promote healthy rural communities that contain living, working, and recreational 

opportunities, and that respect the natural environment and resources 
 
The Liaison Group may also invite individuals, interest groups, or organizations to appear 
at any meeting as a delegation or to submit/present information which will assist the 
Liaison Group in carrying out its mandate. 
 
Membership of the York Region Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group and 
supporting role of Regional Staff 
 
Membership requirements for the York Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group are outlined 
in the Terms of Reference (Attachment 3).  The membership term runs for four years 
following a municipal election. The current term of this Group is 2011-2014.  At its June 
1st, 2011 meeting, the Liaison Group appointed Kim Empringham (York Federation of 
Agriculture) as the Chair for 2011-2012.  Mayor Virginia Hackson is Regional Council’s 
representative on the Group.  A number of members are also active on other farm 
organizations, including the GTA- Agricultural Action Committee and bring their 
expertise and guidance to the York Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group to serve the 
farming and agricultural interests of York Region. 
 
Regional Staff of the Planning and Development Services Department provide 
administrative, procedural or technical assistance for the York Agricultural Advisory 
Liaison Group.  Regional staff co-ordinate involvement of other Regional Departments 
and agencies as necessary, and prepare reports, as required by the work of the Group. 
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4. ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS 
 
The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee had a number of accomplishments 
in 2010 linked to raising the profile of agriculture in the GTA and the 
Province 
In 2010, the GTA- Agricultural Action Committee engaged in the following activities: 
 
Provincial Policy Statement 5 Year Review 
Comments were provided to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on the 5-year 
review of the Provincial Policy Statement. 
 
Planning Template for Agricultural Policy Review 
The Working Group created a template for the GTA-Agricultural Action Committee to be 
used when responding to municipal requests for the review of local policies and plans. 
This was used in the review of the Town of Markham's Community Sustainability Plan. 
 
Provincial Pre-Budget Submission 
A briefing was submitted to the Province on agricultural policy and program priorities 
that the Government should be considering in the 2011 Ontario budget. 
 
Promoting Farmers Markets 
Provided funding to Durham Farm Fresh to support a consultant in creating a site 
selection and business plan template for the development of indoor farm markets in the 
GTA. The pilot project for this initiative is the Durham Farm Fresh Indoor Market. 
 
Greenbelt Fresh Website 
Participated in consultations for a new website that would foster a relationship between 
local producers and bulk buyers. The new website will be launched in 2011 as 
'greenbeltfresh.ca’. 
 
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair 
Co-hosted a farmers market at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair. Booths were made 
available for the sale of locally grown produce.  
 
Ontario Culinary Tourism Summit 
Sponsored the 2010 Ontario Culinary Tourism Summit, The summit focused on Ontario's 
food distribution system, sessions with food industry leaders and the showcase of Ontario 
products by celebrity chefs. The next summit is scheduled for October 2012. 
 
The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee has prepared their Work Plan for 
2011, and a significant number of these agricultural related initiatives are 
underway  
 
The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee is undertaking the following activities 
identified in their work plan for 2011: 



 
Report No. 8 of the Planning and Economic Development Committee 

Regional Council Meeting of October 20, 2011  
 
 

Royal Agricultural Winter Fair 
The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee will partner with other agricultural 
organizations to host a farmers market at the Royal in 2011, showcasing locally grown 
produce. 
 
Country to City - City to Country Forum 
The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee is exploring a partnership with Sustain Ontario 
and the Metcalf Foundation for an open-dialogue forum between rural and urban 
participants. The partnership is being confirmed and a date for the event will be set.  
 
Golden Horseshoe Agriculture and Agri-Food Strategy and Action Plan 
In 2010, the GTA-Agricultural Action Committee, in partnership with the Region of 
Niagara, the City of Hamilton and the Holland Marsh Growers Association, initiated 
preparation of an agriculture and agri-food strategy for the Golden Horseshoe entitled 
"Golden Horseshoe Agriculture and Agri-Food Strategy" (the Strategy). The Strategy 
will be the primary focus of the GTA-Agricultural Action Committee and the work is 
well underway. 
 
The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee will be hiring a public relations firm to 
promote outcomes of the Strategy and to assist with engaging various audiences to move 
actions forward. 
 
Members of the York Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group have been providing input 
into the Strategy by attending GTA-Agricultural Action Committee meetings and by 
participating at the Summit, held on March 30th 2011.  
 
A staff report on the new Strategy will be brought to Planning and Economic 
Development Committee on November 30th, 2011.  Janet Horner will present the Strategy 
on behalf of the GTA-Agricultural Action Committee. 
 
York Region’s Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group is currently undertaking 
two initiatives: an Agricultural Tour; and, proposing changes to the 
Committee’s Terms of Reference  
 
Initiated by York Region’s Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group, a 2011 York Region 
Agricultural Tour jointly hosted by the Region and the York Federation of Agriculture 
took place on Monday September 19, 2011. The purpose of the Tour was to educate and 
increase awareness of agricultural issues and to raise the profile of farming operations in 
York Region.  The Tour visited five agriculturally diverse farms in the south eastern 
portion of the Region, focusing on near urban agriculture, local food and farm markets.   
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The York Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group is also proposing changes to the 
Committee’s Terms of Reference.  These changes are identified with “Track Changes” in 
Attachment 3. The proposed key changes, which primarily focus on membership, include: 
reducing the number of members needed from specific groups because it is difficult to get 
more than one representative from a particular group due to other demands on volunteer 
committee time; adding a York Region Food Network representative, which adds more 
diversity to the Liaison Group; adding references to local food and urban agricultural 
practices because this has emerged as important components of agriculture; and, some 
minor refinements to reflect current practices and procedures that seek to minimize 
process requirements.  Further examination of the Terms of Reference will be undertaken 
by this Liaison Group in the context of the Greenbelt Plan. 
 
Work plan items for the York Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group in the 
2011-2014 term aim to foster education and awareness programs for 
Agriculture in York 
   
At its first meeting for the 2011-2014 term, held on May 4th, 2011, the York Agricultural 
Advisory Liaison Group discussed potential tasks and implementation of several 
initiatives identified below: 
 
• Education and awareness programs for the general public about agriculture, farming 

operations and challenges the sector faces 
• To raise awareness of traffic and road safety concerns with farming operations 
• To learn about source water protection as it relates to agriculture 
• To consider an approach to commenting on class environmental assessments for 

roads that accommodate farm vehicles 
• The need to promote urban agriculture, local healthy food and food security 
• To undertake a business case for grant money to support initiatives of this Group 
 
In addition, delegations and discussions were presented to the Group regarding Vision 
2051, and the Economic Strategy consultations. 
 
The next and 3rd meeting of the 2011-12 year for this Group is scheduled for Wednesday 
October 26th 2011.  It is anticipated discussion around the Agricultural Tour and the 
upcoming release of the GTA-Agricultural Action Committee’s new "Golden Horseshoe 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Strategy" will be part of the agenda. 
 
Relationship to Vision 2026 
 
The Enhanced Environmental, Heritage and Culture goal area of Vision 2026 identifies 
“Sustaining Our Agricultural Base” as an action area. The existing GTA Agricultural 
Action Plan and soon to be released new draft Strategy are key strategic initiatives to 
meet the objectives of this Vision 2026 goal. 
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5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Agriculture is an important part of the Region’s economy.  Enhancing the competiveness 
of the agricultural industry will help position the Region in the long-term for all related 
sectors, such as food processing.  
There are no budget implications arising from this report. 
 
 

6. LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT 
 
Local staff across York Region has participated in the development of the GTA-
Agricultural Action Committee’s "Golden Horseshoe Agriculture and Agri-Food Strategy 
 
and Action Plan".  Their continued support is important to implement certain action items 
within the Plan to assist in supporting local agriculture. 
 
The ongoing efforts of the York Region Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group provides 
input, education and awareness of York Region’s farming and agricultural issues, and 
helps promote healthy rural communities that will have a positive impact on local 
municipalities. 
 
 

7. CONCLUSION 
 
The Region’s continued participation and support of GTA-Agricultural Action 
Committee activities is important to fostering a positive environment for farming across 
the GTA in partnership with the GTA Regions, Toronto, the Province and Federations of 
Agriculture.    
 
The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee's partnership to develop the new "Golden 
Horseshoe Agriculture and Agri-Food Strategy" will be important for the GTA-
Agricultural Action Committee in moving forward in the future.  A staff report will be 
brought to Regional Council once the new Strategy has been completed. 
 
The York Region Agricultural Advisory Liaison Group continues to be an important 
forum for the exchange of information on agricultural and rural land use issues in York 
Region.  
 
For more information on this report, please contact Jason Ezer, Planner, Community 
Planning Branch, at (905) 830-4444, Ext. 1533, or Heather Konefat, Director of 
Community Planning Branch, at Ext. 1502 
 
The Senior Management Group has reviewed this report. 
 
 
(The three attachments referred to in this clause are attached to this report.)  



Council Attachment 1
Prepared by the GTA-AAC
 









Council Attachment 2
Prepared by the GTA-AAC 
 














