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SUMMARY OF THE APPROVED REGIONAL OFFICIAL PLAN – 2010 
AND 

“TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE REGION – 2010” POSTER 
 

The Planning and Economic Development Committee recommends the adoption 
of the recommendations contained in the following report dated September 20, 
2011, from the Acting Commissioner of Planning and Development Services. 

 
 

1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended that: 
 
1. The Summary of the Approved Regional Official Plan - 2010 and Poster entitled 

“Towards a Sustainable Region - 2010”, be endorsed. 
 

2. Planning Department staff circulate the final Summary and Poster to local 
municipalities, the development community, Regional partners and stakeholders, 
schools and public libraries. 

 
 

2. PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council endorsement for the Summary of the 
Approved York Region Official Plan -2010 and the Poster “Towards a Sustainable 
Region - 2010” to be used as tools to assist in explaining the York Region Official Plan - 
2010 to residents and stakeholders.  
 
 

3. BACKGROUND  
 

Over the past 5 years, the Region has undertaken a comprehensive growth management 
exercise, Planning for Tomorrow, which led to the adoption of an updated Regional 
Official Plan in 2009 and its approval by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
in 2010. 
 
The Planning for Tomorrow Growth Management Strategy was undertaken in response to 
a number of Provincial initiatives including: 
• Provincial Growth Forecasts, 2005 
• Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006 
• Greenbelt Plan, 2005 
• Rapid transit investment in York Region  
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• Advocacy of compact urban form 
 

The Regional Planning for Tomorrow Growth Management Strategy included an 
extensive public and stakeholder engagement process which included the following 
elements:  
• Public open houses and forums 
• Media involvement 
• On-going feedback 
• Webpage 
• Publication materials 

 
As the growth management strategy evolved, three brochures or guides were produced to 
assist in explaining the series of complex issues and documents and ensure effective 
ongoing stakeholder and public engagement. 
 
With the approval of the Regional Official Plan, it is important that we update the ROP 
supporting material and continue to inform Regional stakeholders and residents as we 
move forward with implementation of the Regional Official Plan.  
 
Regional staff has prepared a draft of the Summary of the Approved York Region Official 
Plan - 2010 appended to this report as Attachment 1. The final version of the Summary 
will be fine-tuned however; the internal copy and message from Council will be identical 
to Attachment 1.  In addition, Regional staff has also prepared a Poster entitled “Towards 
a Sustainable Region - 2010”, appended to this report as Attachment 2, to illustrate the 
York Region Official Plan vision for 2031. 
 
 

4. ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS 
 
Regional staff continues to move forward with implementation of the York 
Region Official Plan 
 
Regional staff is moving forward with the implementation of the York Region Official 
Plan on a number of fronts, including: 
• Working to settle the York Region Official Plan Ontario Municipal Board appeals 

through participation in pre-hearing conferences, settlement discussions and 
mediation 

• Partnering to support local official plan conformity by providing early review and 
comments on local plans to local municipalities 

• Development of the Climate Change Strategy, Archaeological Management Plan and 
the New Community Guidelines among others 
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Maintaining ongoing consultation with residents and stakeholders regarding the vision, 
intent and content of the York Region Official Plan is key during the implementation 
phase of the Plan.  The Summary of the Approved York Region Official Plan - 2010 and 
the poster will facilitate this dialogue.  
  
The Summary of the Approved York Region Official Plan - 2010 is a tool for 
articulating the York Region Official Plan vision to our residents and 
stakeholders 
 
The Summary articulates the fundamental policies of the York Region Official Plan, as 
outlined below: 
 
A Sustainable Natural Environment 
• Ensuring a linked and enhanced Regional Greenlands System 
• Protecting key natural heritage, key hydrologic features and Regionally significant 

woodlands 
• Implementing watershed plans to support sustainable land use planning decisions 
 
Healthy Communities 
• Requiring 25%  of new housing units across York Region be affordable with an 

increase to 35% in Centres and Corridors 
• Enhancing co-ordination of human services delivery and community development 
• Promoting human health and well-being by ensuring community design that reduces 

automobile dependency, promotes active modes of transportation, and facilitates 
social interaction and accessibility 

 
Economic Vitality 
• Ensuring the long term protection of employment lands 
• Supporting Regional Centres and Corridors as hubs for business, major office, human 

services uses, cultural and entertainment activities 
• Promoting green industry clusters, knowledge based activities, and recreation and 

tourism destinations 
 
An Urbanizing Region:  Building Cities and Complete Communities. 
• Achieving a minimum of 40% residential intensification in the built-up area 
• Achieving densities of 2.5 FSI for Regional Centres and Corridors and 3.5 FSI for 

major Subway stations 
• Ensuring diversity in housing types and affordability. 
• Achieving a minimum density of 70 people and jobs per hectare for New 

Communities Areas  
• Achieving higher standards of urban design, efficiency and health in new 

development 
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Agricultural and Rural Areas 
• Protecting lands for agricultural uses 
• Supporting local food production and procurement 
• Retain the character of the Rural area including existing agriculture, agriculture-

related and secondary agricultural uses 
 
Servicing our Population 
• Creating an active transportation system and programs that encourage walking, 

bicycling and the use of public transit. 
• Implementing long-term, innovative strategies for water conservation and efficiency 

including strategies such as rainwater harvesting, grey water reuse and naturalized 
wastewater services 

• Ensuring municipal water quality is protected from contamination through wellhead 
and surface water intake protection 

 
Implementation 
• Promoting an effective and efficient planning process by ensuring transparency, 

timeliness and early stakeholder involvement 
• Providing innovative and integrated solutions in Regional decision-making  
• Fostering partnership with local municipalities, stakeholders and residents 
 
The Summary includes a message from Regional Council outlining the current status of 
the ROP, ongoing public engagement, stakeholder consultation, and current initiatives 
being undertaken to implement the ROP.  Information will also be provided on how 
residents and stakeholders can become involved in these additional initiatives.   
 
As noted above, the York Region Official Plan - 2010 and ROPAs 1, 2 and 3 are 
currently under appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board. Neither the Summary nor the 
Poster has legal status in terms of Official Plan policy. The two are intended solely as 
information pieces to assist staff in communication with residents and stakeholders. A 
caveat to this effect has been added to both the Summary and the Poster. If the Ontario 
Municipal Board hearing ultimately results in changes to the Official Plan, the Summary 
and the Poster may be updated accordingly. 

 
The Poster “Towards a Sustainable Region - 2010” is a Visual Companion 
to the Summary 
 
The Poster is a visual companion piece to the Summary which illustrates: 
• The existing Region 
• The vision for York Region in 2031  
• The key principles of the Official Plan 2010 and key strategies and implementation 

initiatives 
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Relationship to Vision 2026 
 
The Summary of the Approved York Region Official Plan- 2010 and the Poster speak to 
the Region’s Vision 2026 action areas of “Proactively Meeting the Needs of Our 
Customers” and “Being a Region That Involves its Citizens” and goal area of “Engaged 
Communities and a Responsive Region. 
 
 

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The development of the Summary of the Approved York Region Official Plan- 2010 and 
the Poster “Towards a Sustainable Region - 2010” were undertaken within the existing 
staff complement and budget allocation for the Planning and Development Services 
Department. Printing of both the Summary and Poster will also be undertaken within 
existing budget allocations. 
 
 

6. LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT 
 
Local municipalities are key partners in the implementation of the Regional Official Plan.  
The local municipalities will be circulated the Summary and Poster for reference.  
Additional copies will be provided to our municipal partners for distribution to York 
Region residents and stakeholders interested in the York Region Official Plan - 2010.   
 

7. CONCLUSION 
 
York Region has undertaken a comprehensive growth management exercise which 
culminated in the adoption of an updated York Region Official Plan in 2009 and approval 
by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing in 2010.   The growth management 
strategy included an extensive public and stakeholder engagement process.  Brochures 
and guides, produced as part of the growth management work, proved to be an effective 
tool for explaining complex issues and documents to York Region residents and 
stakeholders. 
 
With the approval of the Regional Official Plan; it is important to update the ROP 
supporting materials to continue the ongoing dialogue with stakeholders and residents as 
we move forward with implementation of the Approved York Region Official Plan.  
Regional staff has prepared the Summary of the Approved York Region Official Plan- 
2010 and Poster “Towards a Sustainable Region - 2010” as a companion piece to the 
Summary, to facilitate this dialogue. 
 
The Summary and Poster can be used by Regional and local staff as a communication 
piece for residents and stakeholders. 
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For more information on this report, or the Summary and Poster please contact Barbara 
Jeffrey, Acting Director of Long Range and Strategic Planning at Ext. 1526. 
 
The Senior Management Group has reviewed this report. 
 
 
(The two attachments referred to in this clause are attached to this report.) 
 
 
 




































