Report No. 8 of the Planning and Economic Development Committee
Regional Council Meeting of October 20, 2011

1
SUMMARY OF THE APPROVED REGIONAL OFFICIAL PLAN — 2010
AND
“TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE REGION - 2010” POSTER

The Planning and Economic Development Committee recommends the adoption
of the recommendations contained in the following report dated September 20,
2011, from the Acting Commissioner of Planning and Development Services.

1. RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that:

1. The Summary of the Approved Regional Official Plan - 2010 and Poster entitled
“Towards a Sustainable Region - 2010, be endorsed.

2. Planning Department staff circulate the final Summary and Poster to local
municipalities, the development community, Regional partners and stakeholders,
schools and public libraries.

2. PURPOSE

The purpose of this report is to seek Council endorsement for the Summary of the
Approved York Region Official Plan -2010 and the Poster “Towards a Sustainable
Region - 2010 to be used as tools to assist in explaining the York Region Official Plan -
2010 to residents and stakeholders.

3. BACKGROUND

Over the past 5 years, the Region has undertaken a comprehensive growth management
exercise, Planning for Tomorrow, which led to the adoption of an updated Regional
Official Plan in 2009 and its approval by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
in 2010.

The Planning for Tomorrow Growth Management Strategy was undertaken in response to
a number of Provincial initiatives including:

« Provincial Growth Forecasts, 2005

e Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006

e Greenbelt Plan, 2005

o Rapid transit investment in York Region
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e Advocacy of compact urban form

The Regional Planning for Tomorrow Growth Management Strategy included an
extensive public and stakeholder engagement process which included the following
elements:

e Public open houses and forums

e Media involvement

e On-going feedback

e Webpage

o Publication materials

As the growth management strategy evolved, three brochures or guides were produced to
assist in explaining the series of complex issues and documents and ensure effective
ongoing stakeholder and public engagement.

With the approval of the Regional Official Plan, it is important that we update the ROP
supporting material and continue to inform Regional stakeholders and residents as we
move forward with implementation of the Regional Official Plan.

Regional staff has prepared a draft of the Summary of the Approved York Region Official
Plan - 2010 appended to this report as Attachment 1. The final version of the Summary
will be fine-tuned however; the internal copy and message from Council will be identical
to Attachment 1. In addition, Regional staff has also prepared a Poster entitled “Towards
a Sustainable Region - 2010, appended to this report as Attachment 2, to illustrate the
York Region Official Plan vision for 2031.

ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS

Regional staff continues to move forward with implementation of the York
Region Official Plan

Regional staff is moving forward with the implementation of the York Region Official

Plan on a number of fronts, including:

e Working to settle the York Region Official Plan Ontario Municipal Board appeals
through participation in pre-hearing conferences, settlement discussions and
mediation

« Partnering to support local official plan conformity by providing early review and
comments on local plans to local municipalities

o Development of the Climate Change Strategy, Archaeological Management Plan and
the New Community Guidelines among others
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Maintaining ongoing consultation with residents and stakeholders regarding the vision,
intent and content of the York Region Official Plan is key during the implementation
phase of the Plan. The Summary of the Approved York Region Official Plan - 2010 and
the poster will facilitate this dialogue.

The Summary of the Approved York Region Official Plan - 2010 is a tool for
articulating the York Region Official Plan vision to our residents and
stakeholders

The Summary articulates the fundamental policies of the York Region Official Plan, as
outlined below:

A Sustainable Natural Environment

e Ensuring a linked and enhanced Regional Greenlands System

o Protecting key natural heritage, key hydrologic features and Regionally significant
woodlands

o Implementing watershed plans to support sustainable land use planning decisions

Healthy Communities

e Requiring 25% of new housing units across York Region be affordable with an
increase to 35% in Centres and Corridors

« Enhancing co-ordination of human services delivery and community development

e Promoting human health and well-being by ensuring community design that reduces
automobile dependency, promotes active modes of transportation, and facilitates
social interaction and accessibility

Economic Vitality

e Ensuring the long term protection of employment lands

e Supporting Regional Centres and Corridors as hubs for business, major office, human
services uses, cultural and entertainment activities

e Promoting green industry clusters, knowledge based activities, and recreation and
tourism destinations

An Urbanizing Region: Building Cities and Complete Communities.

e Achieving a minimum of 40% residential intensification in the built-up area

o Achieving densities of 2.5 FSI for Regional Centres and Corridors and 3.5 FSI for
major Subway stations

o Ensuring diversity in housing types and affordability.

e Achieving a minimum density of 70 people and jobs per hectare for New
Communities Areas

« Achieving higher standards of urban design, efficiency and health in new
development



Report No. 8 of the Planning and Economic Development Committee
Regional Council Meeting of October 20, 2011

Agricultural and Rural Areas

o Protecting lands for agricultural uses

e Supporting local food production and procurement

« Retain the character of the Rural area including existing agriculture, agriculture-
related and secondary agricultural uses

Servicing our Population

« Creating an active transportation system and programs that encourage walking,
bicycling and the use of public transit.

« Implementing long-term, innovative strategies for water conservation and efficiency
including strategies such as rainwater harvesting, grey water reuse and naturalized
wastewater services

« Ensuring municipal water quality is protected from contamination through wellhead
and surface water intake protection

Implementation

e Promoting an effective and efficient planning process by ensuring transparency,
timeliness and early stakeholder involvement

e Providing innovative and integrated solutions in Regional decision-making

o Fostering partnership with local municipalities, stakeholders and residents

The Summary includes a message from Regional Council outlining the current status of
the ROP, ongoing public engagement, stakeholder consultation, and current initiatives
being undertaken to implement the ROP. Information will also be provided on how
residents and stakeholders can become involved in these additional initiatives.

As noted above, the York Region Official Plan - 2010 and ROPAs 1, 2 and 3 are
currently under appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board. Neither the Summary nor the
Poster has legal status in terms of Official Plan policy. The two are intended solely as
information pieces to assist staff in communication with residents and stakeholders. A
caveat to this effect has been added to both the Summary and the Poster. If the Ontario
Municipal Board hearing ultimately results in changes to the Official Plan, the Summary
and the Poster may be updated accordingly.

The Poster “Towards a Sustainable Region - 2010” is a Visual Companion
to the Summary

The Poster is a visual companion piece to the Summary which illustrates:

e The existing Region

e The vision for York Region in 2031

e The key principles of the Official Plan 2010 and key strategies and implementation
initiatives
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Relationship to Vision 2026

The Summary of the Approved York Region Official Plan- 2010 and the Poster speak to
the Region’s Vision 2026 action areas of “Proactively Meeting the Needs of Our
Customers” and “Being a Region That Involves its Citizens” and goal area of “Engaged
Communities and a Responsive Region.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The development of the Summary of the Approved York Region Official Plan- 2010 and
the Poster “Towards a Sustainable Region - 2010 were undertaken within the existing
staff complement and budget allocation for the Planning and Development Services
Department. Printing of both the Summary and Poster will also be undertaken within
existing budget allocations.

LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT

Local municipalities are key partners in the implementation of the Regional Official Plan.
The local municipalities will be circulated the Summary and Poster for reference.
Additional copies will be provided to our municipal partners for distribution to York
Region residents and stakeholders interested in the York Region Official Plan - 2010.

CONCLUSION

York Region has undertaken a comprehensive growth management exercise which
culminated in the adoption of an updated York Region Official Plan in 2009 and approval
by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing in 2010. The growth management
strategy included an extensive public and stakeholder engagement process. Brochures
and guides, produced as part of the growth management work, proved to be an effective
tool for explaining complex issues and documents to York Region residents and
stakeholders.

With the approval of the Regional Official Plan; it is important to update the ROP
supporting materials to continue the ongoing dialogue with stakeholders and residents as
we move forward with implementation of the Approved York Region Official Plan.
Regional staff has prepared the Summary of the Approved York Region Official Plan-
2010 and Poster “Towards a Sustainable Region - 2010”” as a companion piece to the
Summary, to facilitate this dialogue.

The Summary and Poster can be used by Regional and local staff as a communication
piece for residents and stakeholders.
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For more information on this report, or the Summary and Poster please contact Barbara
Jeffrey, Acting Director of Long Range and Strategic Planning at Ext. 1526.

The Senior Management Group has reviewed this report.

(The two attachments referred to in this clause are attached to this report.)
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A Summary to the Approved York Region Cfficial Plan

Context and Background

In 2005, The Province of Cntario released growth forecasts
for the Greater Toronto Area through Places to Grow:
Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. In
addition, the Province released the Qak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan, the Greenbelt Plan, and the Lake
Simcoe Protection Plan that direct where and how growth
will occur. These Provincial plans have been incorporated
in the updated York Region Official Plan - zo10.

York Region

el

Approved
September 2010

Rlain

The Provincial Places to Grow Plan requires York Region

to plan for:

« A population of 1.5 million people and approximately
780,000 jobs by 2o

* Compact, transit supportive densities in our nhew
communities — 50 people and jobs per hectare

* Densities of 200 people and jobs per hectare in
the four Regional Centres, located in Markham,
Newmarket, Richmond Hill and Vaughan

* 40% intensification by 2015 and each year thereafter -
a total of go,700 units in the Region’s built-up area

« Remaining 60% of development to occur in
Desighated Greenfield and hew community areas
-140,300 UNit

MLACES TO GROW

Planning for Tomorrow was a multi-year growth
management exercise to establish how York Region
should grow over a 25 year timeframe. Public and
stakeholder engagement was an important component
of the initiative that invelved more than 125 meetings.

including town hall/stakeholder meetings, public open
houses, technical committeas and local municipal
consultation.

Planhning for Tomorrow Growth Management Program
consolidated public and stakeholder input, the preferred
growth scenario and updates to the Water and
Wastewater, Transportation and the Pedestrian and
Cycling Master Plans.

Transportation
Master Plan
Update

Wastowater
Mastor Pian ..._

The final cutcome of the Planning for Tomoerrow initiative
is the York Region Official Plan- 2010, which was approved
by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing in
September 2010. In addition, in September 2010, the
Regionh approved Regichal Official Plan Amendments
{RCPA) 1, 2 and 3, which provide for urban expansions
into areas of East Gwillimbury, Vaughan and Markham.
The York Region Cfficial Plan and RCPAs 1, 2 and 3 are
appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board oh a humber

of issues. Regicnal staff is currently working to settle the
appeals through participation in pre-hearing conferences
and settlement discussions. If required, CMEB hearing(s)
are expected to commence in mid zo12.

Purpose of the Summary

This summary is intended to illustrate the future vision
for York Region. Maps and Figures contained in this
Summary reflect the approved ROP mapping with

the addition of the urban expansion areas. As such,
information contained in the Summary has no legal status
for use beyond being an information tool. Reference
to specific RCP policies and mapping should be directed
to the approved ROP and ROPAs 1, 2 and 3 which are
available on the Region’s website www.york.ca. Print
copies of the York Region Qfficial Plan and ROPAs 1, 2
and 3 are available frem the York Region Planning and
Development Services Department.

Should the Cntario Municipal Board ultimately make
changes to RCP or ROPA 1, 2 or 3 policies, mapping or
figures, the Summary will be updated accordingly.
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Sustainability is the guiding principle of the approved York Region Official Plan. Sustainability provides a
long-term framework for making informed decisions that fully and simultanecusly evaluate the economy,
envirenment and community. This “triple bottom-line approach” is used to make decisions cn a number of
emerging trends facing York Region, including an aging and diverse society, urbanization, climate change and
societal heath issues such as obesity, mental illness, and cardicvascular and respiratory diseases.

Key Elements of the Regional Official Plan
+ City building in the Regional Centres and Cortridors

* A minimum 40% intensification in the built up area

* Higher standards for new communities

* Waell-desighed and intensified commercial, industrial
and instituticnal developments

Protection of employment lands

Co-ordination with updated infrastructure master plans.
Mohility systems prioritizing walking, cycling and
transit use

Standards for green building and water efficiency
Context sensitive design for infrastructure projects

A linked and enhanced Regional Greenland System

A minimum 25% new affordable housing units
increasing to 35% in Regional Centres and Corridors

YORK REGION OFFICIAL PLAN SUSTAINAEBILITY FRAMEWORK

TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE REGION
A Sustainable Naturml Envimnment

GROWTH MANAGEMENT

Sustainable Communities in York Region
An Urbanizing Region: Building Cities and Samvicing fur Populatian Mean"_

F

Tomplate Communities

Farecasting and Phasing Growth The Greenbelt Plan Reduzing Dermand for Services . Act|\,.re | |fes |es
Sustainable Cities, Sustainable Communities | TheDak Ridges Moraine Woving People and Goods ty
P Lonservation Plan T T i
Intensification Water and Wastewater Senvicing * Meeting the diverse needs of residents of all ages,
i i ricultural and Specialty Crop Areas A
Regional Centres and Carridars Ag P N P Waste Management cu |tu res a nd a b| | |t iag
Lacal Centres and Corridors Fural Area e ’
Energy and Lhilities 5 - o
Buikding Complete, Vibrant Communities | Mineral Aggregate Resource Areas * A range of jobs and affordable housing options

IMPLEMENTATION * Quality schools, public spaces, recreation facilities and
other amenities

The highest standard in urban design and green
building

Safe, accessible mobility systems that pricritize
pedestrian and cycling connections, public transit

and streets

Engagement and Partnershi gard hleasu The Flanning P Interpreting this Plan




A Sustainable

CHAPTER 2:

A Summary of the Approved York Region Official Flan

Natural Environment

York Region contains some of the most significant and environmentally sensitive natural heritage and
hydrologic features in Ontario. York Region identifies, protects, and enhances a linked Regional Greenlands
System as @ permanent legacy for York Region. The Oak Ridges Moraine and the Greenbelt are key defining
features of the Region’s land structure, comprising 69% of its land base and providing finite limits to growth.

Key Policies
Greenlands System and Features

L]

An updated Regional Greenlands System with a
forus on linking and enhancing the system

A continued investment in Greenlands System
through the Regional Greening and Securement
Strateqy

Context sensitive design of infrastructure and
development in nevw community areas to enhance
Greenlands System

Frotection and enhancement of key natural heritage
and hydrologic features

Regional Significant Woodlands are protected
Stronger protection for species at risk by
incorporating the Endangered Species Act
Incorporation of Greenbelt Key Natural Heritage and
Key Hydrologic feature policies




Water Systems

— [

Prepare a regional water strategy ineluding long
termn protection strategies, enhancement guidelines
and monitaring regquirerments

Maintain surface water, groundwater, hydrological
and natural heritage features, functiors and
linkages

Source water protection to protect drinking water
sources from incompatible uses and contamination
Encourage agricultural practices that minimize
pesticides and rnutrients

Lake Simeoe Protection Plan paolicies are
incarporated

Reduce risks and costs associated with nataral
hazards and prepare for climate change impacts
Implerment watershed plans to support sustainable
land use planning decisiong

Emphasize stormwater management through
innsvative technigues and alternative measures to
conventional storm ponds
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York Region’s Greening Strategy

The Regional Greening Strategy has had a number of

surcesses over the last 1o years, incloding:

* Ovyergooooo trees and shrubs planted

* Environmental award of Excellence from the
Candian Asociation of Municipal Administrator,
200y

« Epvironmental education provided to over m,000
partici pants, with approximately 1,000 participating
EVEry year

v Securement of 938 ha (2319 acres) of greenlands
by the Region or our partners with Regional
support

* Public programs and stewardship initiatives, which
include support for private roral reforestation
projects, urban private-yard tree planting,
community engagerment and rmore
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wwmers: Healthy Communities

Healthy communities are places where people can live, work, play and learn in an accessible and safe
environment with clean air, land and water and a vibrant economy. Communities that provide a strong sense of

belonging and identity contribute to a high-quality of life, health and well-being. The golicies of the approved
York Region Official Flan promote healthy communities by providing affordable housing choices and actess to

transit, a range of quality human services, schools, public spaces, local amenities and the promotion of healthy
and active lifestyles. '

Key Policies
Healthy Communities

High-gyuality urban design and walkable pedestnan-
friendly communities

Citizen engagement and shared responsibility in
community decisiong

Fromote local food production, distribution and
community gardens

Support healtheare needs at all stages of life
Irfplerment the York Region Climate Change
Action Plan

Reguire hurman health, ervironmental and
cumulative air guality impact studies for specific
developrment types near sensitive uies

[dentify links between cimate change, community
planning and pablic health

Imcrease air gquality monitoring stations in

Yok Region

Corordinagte human serviees delivery and commuanity
desinn

Imvestigate emissions trading and carbon offsets to
finance and showease clean air initiatives
Undertake and implement a York Region
Archaeslogical Resources Management Plan
Reguire conservation of sgnificant cultural
heritage resources

Recognize and celebrate the rich cultural heritage of
riew Canadians

Partner, engage and consalt with First Nations and
MEtis Mation tommunities

Housing OQur Residents

Irmplement and moniter the York Region Housing
Supply Strategy

Update the York Region Howsing Needs Stady

Require a mix and range of howing types and
tenures

A minimum 25% of new housing units across the
Region ke affordable increasing to 35% in Regional
Centres and Corridors

Encourage “as-of-right” Secondary Suite policies

Key Elements of Healthy Communities

Clean air, land and water

Linked natural heritage sstem
Arceptable and affordable housing
A range of quality human services
Avibrant and competitive econamy

Opportunities to live, work and play in the same
Loty

Community design that promotes active lifestyles,
hurman interaction, safety and accesibility

Protection of heritage and calture
Pubslic transit

Safe, efficient infrastructure
Arcess 1o locally grown food

Mbepting s 6 bt ffvrent Enilivy




ciarera: Economic Vitali ty

A strong and stable economy is essential to York Region’s health and prosperity. The Region’s economy is

heading in a direction that encourages entrepreneurship
and local markets and attracts a high-quality workforce.

and investment, protects the natural environment
York Region is committed to achieving these goals

through innovation, economic diversity and resilience. The policies of the York Region Official Plan provide
direction on how to create economically viable cities, employment lands, and retail spaces that achieve the

Region’s sustainability goals.

Key Policies

Economic Vitality

* Create high-quality employment opportunities:
goal of 1 job for every 2 residents

Implement the York Region Economic Strategy
Promote green industry clusters, knowledge-based
activities and recreation and tourism destinations
Encourage opportunities for telecommuting and
work-at-home

Promote Regional Centres and Corridors as hubs for
business, cultural and entertainment activities; the
preferred location for major office uses

Protection of a 20-year supply of employment lands

A prohibition on the conversion of employment lands
to non-employment use

Major retail will not be permitted in employment
lands

Better integration of retail into community design
Regular updates to the 25-Year Fiscal Impact Study

York Region will advocate for a new funding formula
and sources for municipalities
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A Summary to the Approved York Region Official Plan

An Urbanizing Region: Building
Cities and Complete Communities

CHAPTER s:

During the next 25 years, York Region will face significant growth. It is anticipated that the Region will reach
a population of 1.5 million, 780,000 jobs and 510,000 households by 2031. York Region is committed to plan
for this growth in a sustainable way while providing a high-quality of life for its residents. This growth will be
accommeodated in Regional Centres and Corridors, the Urban Area, Towns and Villages, and new community
areas. While each of these areas is unique, they will be knitted together by common principles and policies
that set a high standard for development. The policies of the York Region Official Plan will ensure that well-
designed communities that have integrated greenspace and pedestrian and transit networks, and offer a
variety of housing, transportation, human services and employment options.

Key Policies
Forecasting and Phasing Growth
* The York Region Official Plan conforms with the

Province’s Places to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater
Golden Horseshoe and other provincial initiatives

* Forecasts: 1.5 million people, 780,000 jobs and 510,000
household by 2031

e . . . Lake Simc
* Local municipalities must maintain a 3-7 year supply of
housing e
- ok 3 /&slaﬂdi.ﬂ
* Development in new communities will be carefully
phased and sequenced, generally 75% complete before e =k
proceeding to next phase 75
* Future Urban Area expansions will be completed by i Bl
York Region as a part of a comprehensive review e ,,{
4
-
York Region Population and Employment
Forecast by Local Municipality Blows
5
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Building Complete Communities
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Mew communities will be created in Markham,
Vaughan, and East Gwillimbury

York Region has worked with local municipalities
to identify the specific location of urban expansions
through Regienal Official Plan Amendments 1, 2
and 3, as shown on Map 1

Detailed criteria for new communitias

Densities in new communities will be 7o people and
jobs per hectare in the developable area (20 units
per hectare) which is more cempact than traditional
York Region communities

Collaborative approach to secondary plans

Core areas integrated into community with a focus
oh retail, personal and human services, and walking
connections to rapid transit

Mix and range of housing types, sizes and af-
fordability will be provided {o improve live-work
relationship
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City Building

Minimum 4¢% residential intensification in the
built-up area, a total of go, 700 units

Local municipalities must complete intensification
strategies

Highest level of intensification to occur in Regional
Centres followed by key development areas along
Regional Corridors

Target of 2.g F5l {floor space index) for Regional
Centres and Corriders and 3.5 FSl at major subway
stations

Secondary Plans for Regichal Centres and key de-
velopment areas to emphasize walking, cycling and
transit use, sustainable vibrant and atiractive urban
areas

Parking management approaches {o support city
building including structured/underground parking,
reduced standards and the establishment of a park-
ing authority

Integration of human services into the urban com-
munity and located along transit routes

York Region Residential Inten sifi ation Targets
by Local Municipality 2006-2031

TABLE 2

Units
Aurora 3140
East Gwillirmbury 1,030
Geargina 2 690
King G20
Markham 31,590
MNewrmarket 5,250
Richrmond Hill 15,300
Waughan 29300
Whitchurch-5tauffville 1,500
York Region 0,720

innovative Policy Approaches

Green building policies across the Region induding
energy efficiency and water conservation perfor-
mance targets

Community Energy Plans for Regional Centres and
MNew Community Areas, designing for passive solar
gains and future solar installations

Integrated Mebility Planning that prioritizes walk-
ing, cycling and transit use

Public Art on private and public developments and
meeting places

Greenlands System enhancements, urban greening
and context sensitive infrastructure

Excellence in Urban Design; creating sense of place
and an attractive public realm




A Summary to the Approved York Region Official Plan

wwrers: Agricultural and Rural Areas

Agricultural and Rural Areas form an important part of the fabric of York Region, supporting a vibrant
agricultural community and contributing to the economy, quality of life and natural heritage legacy. The
Region has some of the most productive agricultural lands in Canada. The black organic soils in the Holland
Marsh in King Township, East Gwillimbury and other market gardening areas and the equine industry
distinguish the Region. Agricultural production is an important part of the Region’s economy, providing jobs
and agricultural products.

The majority of lands outside of the Urban Area and Towns and Villages of the Region are within the Greenbelt
Plan and Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, which comprise 69% of the Region’s land base. A large
portion of the Region’s rural and agricultural areas are protected within the Greenbelt and the Oak Ridges
Moraine plan areas. The policies of the draft York Region Official Plan — 2010 identify and protect these
important land uses.

Key Policies
The Greenbelt Plan

The Greenbelt Plan protects prime agricul-
tural lands as Agricultural Areas, Specialty
Crop Areas and the Rural Areas.

Local municipalities must identify the
Greenbelt Protected Countryside and the
Natural Heritage System in local official
plans and determine permitted uses.
Estate residential development is no lon-
ger permitted.

Lake Simc
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The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan

The Oak Ridges Moraine is one
of Ontario’s most significant
landforms. The York Region Official
Plan incorporates Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Plan land use
designations and permitted uses

in Natural Core, Natural Linkage,
Countryside and Settlement Area.
The Plan also protects key natural
heritage and hydrologic features
from development and site
alteration.

(MK RIDGES
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Agricultural and Specialty Crop Areas

» Protects lands for agricultural uses,
agriculture-related uses and secondary
agricultural uses

» Permits farm-gate sales of produce or goods
primarily grown or made on the farm subject
to local municipal requirements

» Supports local food production and
proecurement

» Supports and assists agricultural industry
in responding to changing conditions and
markets

» Alternative energy systems and renewable
energy systems are permitted within the
Agricultural Area {except the Holland March
Specialty Crop Area) in accordance with
Provincial and Federal standards

» Continued support of the Greater Toronto
Area Agricultural Action Plan

Rural Area

* Policies directed at retaining the character
of lands in the Rural Area and to protect the
viability of existing agriculture, agriculture-
related and secondary agricultural uses

* Permits cemetery uses subject to criteria

» Alternative energy systems and renewable

MAP 8 energy systems are permitted within the
AGRICULTURAL Iinucrial Alre:ita w&ac&ordance with Provincial and
AND RURAL AREA ederal standards
fural s Mineral Aggregate Resource Areas
Ryttt * Protects mineral resources for possible future
I botare v Specitycrop aves extraction and ensures rehabilitation of

extraction areas, except where prohibited by
Provincial Plans

Towns and Villages
. Hamlket

———  {ak Ridges Moraine Bourdary
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A Summary to the Approved York Region Cfficial Plan

CHAPTER 7: Servicing Our POpUIation

For the benefit of both residents and businesses, York Region is committed to providing state-of-the-art services
that are vital to maintaining and impreving quality of life and economic competitiveness. Services include
transit, streets, water, wastewater, waste management, energy, rail, airport, utilities and communications
which are operated by a variety of public and private sector agencies. Effectively providing these services

means reducing demand while expanding and updating existing infrastructure. The policies of Chapter 7 of the
approved York Region Official Plan co-ordinate the provision of services with the city and community building
policies of Chapter 5, in keeping with the goals of the York Region Sustainability Strategy. The pelicies of the
approved York Regicn Official Plan support the long-term vision of the York Region Pedestrian and Cycling,
Transportation, and Water and Wastewater Master Plans.

Moving People and Goods

* (reate an active transportation system and programs
that encourage walking, cycling and the use of
public transit that is accessible and convenient

* Implement the York Region Pedestrian and Cycling
Master Plan

s Connect Regiohal and local pedestrian and cycling
networks to the Regional Greenlands System trails

hetwork
* Designh and |ocate school campuses to promote

walking, cycling and transit @
* Achieve a transit modal split target of 30% in urban

areas and 50% in Regional Centres and Corridors

s Require transit or high-occupancy vehicle lanes
and bicycle lanes within the right-of-way of 6-lane

Regiohal streets sl by

* Support strong airport infrastructure within ! § s i
the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area, while ' S
minimizing conflicts between airport operatichs and : ; "; i
surrounding lands = j f’}ﬁf\gp

* Encourage the co-ordinated, efficient and safe £
integration of utilities to better serve residents and i £
businesses f =3 ;

* Encourage complementary uses on utility corridors, g; .'_ ’5‘f § m[§ li ;
such as trails, transit, commuter parking, community %E A v?ﬁg.fn -iﬁ‘w . Gl g i
gardens, and appropriate vegetation 2 : = i - E ;

* Ehgage |local municipalities, local utilities and X1 vl - i o ol |
other stakeholders in the advancement of energy o P o H £ sana

X CTHE QITY OF TOROH TG

conservation, demand management, renewable ' . .
energy systems and local generation Resource Conservation and Efficiency
*» Demonstrate leadership in energy efficiency,

; : : *» Work to achieve the following energy efficiency and conservati
conservation, and innovation and the use of 9 9y 4

renewable and alternative energy systems in York » Raesidential buildings achieve a minimum performance level eq\
Region operations * Mid-to high-rise residential and non-residential building {exclu
» Permit on-site alternative energy systems and efficiency over the Model National Energy Code for Buildings

renewable energy systems in accordance with

- . * All new buildings achieve 10% greater water conservation over
Provincial and Federal requirements

* Ensure that all new development reduces constructicn waste ar

» Encourage the use of environmentally preferable and locally so

11




Reducing the Demand for Services

* Reduce automobile dependency by enhancing op-
portunities for residents and workers to walk, cycle,
take transit and carpool

s New development must meet or exceed the York
Region Transit-Criented Development Guidelines

* Provide preferential carpool parking and bicycle
storage facilities in new institutional, commercial
and industrial development proposals

+ Develop a lohg-term, innovative strategy for water
conservation and efficiency and investigate innovate
water efficiency and wastewater treatment technol-
ogies such as rainwater harvesting, grey water reuse
and naturalized wastewater treatment

MAP 11
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urced materials

LONG TERM
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Conservation Stratngy"

Waste Management

+ Develop York Region Integrated Waste
Management Master Plan

* Achieve an efficient waste management system
that minimizes material entering the waste stream,
and are sustainably managed

+ Achieve over go% diversion from landfill by 2016
and eliminate disposal of unprocessed waste in
landfill by 2020

+ All new multi-unit residential buildings to
incorporate three-stream waste collection systems

* Develop a public awareness program on waste
reduction strategies, increasing reduce, reuse,
recycle, recover and participation rates

* Deliver safe, clean drinking water and provide
long-term water and wastewater services to York
Region’s communities that are safe, well-managed,
and sustainable

s Ensure that municipal water quality is protected
from contamination from incompatible land
uses through wellhead and surface water intake
protection

s |nvestigate source water risk management
planning, including spills response, contaminant
recovery, aquifer rehabilitation plans and public
education

* Construct and operate water and wastewater
services in a way that protects, enhances, and
provides net benefit to the Region’s natural and
cultural heritage

* Protect surface water quality by addressing both
peint and noh-point sources of pollution

REBUCE
{wante prveaivn]

RE-USE
{rwacinion bty o bk ad proviots)

RECYQLE
{rednce comcnmptfam of resources]

RECOVER
(wowgy ol recyedubly matacieds)

MINIMUM LANDFILL DISPOSAL
12
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A Summary to the Approved York Region Gfficial Plan

CHAPTER 8: Implemen tation

The primary goal in implementing the pelicies of the York Region Official Plan is to ensure resiliency and the
ability to adapt to changing economic and envirecnmental conditions, and increasing social diversity. York
Region will provide leadership by applying the policies of the approved Yerk Region Official Plan fairly and
equitably. In working with the public, stakeholders and partners, York Region can effectively co-ordinate
infrastructure investment and human services delivery to accommodate population and employment growth.

An Effective and Efficient Planning IMPLEMENTATION PRINCIPLES

Process Means. ..

* Conducting the process in a transparent and
timely manner

* Involving stakeholders at the outset of the review
process to ensure that concerns and requirements are Engagement Transparency
identified and addressed

* Ensuring positive outcomes for the ecohomy,
community and environment

* Ensuring that hew development meets or exceeds the
density and intensification targets, and green building
standards specified in the approved Regional Cfficial
Plan

* Emphasizing excellence in urban design and transit-
oriented development

s Ensuring diversity in housing types and affordability

Components of Implementing the
Regional Official Plan

* Innovative approaches and integrated solutions to
decision-making process

* Ongoing public consultation
* Annual monitoring of progress

* Partnership with local municipalities, stakeholders and
the public




We Need Your Input!

Several strategies and plans currently under development will assist inthe implementation of the York Region Official Plan. The
develnpment of these initiatives will benefit from your input. Comments can be provided on any of the existing or propesed docu
menits in written form, by e-mail, telephone and through facebook and twitter.

Vision 2051
Vision 2og1 will be a strategic document that takes a go-year ook
at the Region’s future and provides guidance on achieving the York
Reginn we envision in 2o51.
Visit L at wanan york cafvision 2o51
Vision 2051 Like us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter

vl bk comierk fa gierae um o LR POV O R RO 1

Archaeological Resources Management Plan
The Archaeological Resources Management Plan will guide the identifica-
tioh, protection and conservation the Region's archaeological resources.

Climate Change Adaptation Strategy

The Climate Change Adaptation Strategy will identify best management
practices, examine cimate change impacts York Region is likely to experi-
erce and ldentify strategic climate change actions for implementation,

The Guidelines for New Communities

The Guidelines for Mew Commurities will provide guidance on how to
implement the polices and achieve the performance targets identified in
the SLstainable Buildings and Mew Community Areas sections of the York
Reginn Cfficial Plan.

Integrated Waste Management Master Plan

The Integrated Waste Management Master Plan will establish a strategic
sg-year direction and planning framewod: for waste management with
a focls on [eading-edoe, integrated waste management solutions that
meet the nees of the Region and the local municpalities, See wwnaw.
amgrtliving.ca

4RT LIVING W7

¥

For further information or to make comments contact:

The Redioral Municipality of York, Planning and Development Services Department
17250 Yonoe Street, Newmarket, ON L3Y 624
Tel: {gog) 8g5-1231, EXt. 1591
Toll Free: i-877-464-675, Ext. 1591
Fax: (gog) By5-3482
email: futureyork@york.ca
Follow us on Twitter

sk B Lier conn™ o egionCovl




M=ryor Regional Souncillar Regional Souncillar Regional Souncillor Regional Souncillor Msiior
Frank Ecarpitli Jack Healh Jdirn Jones. ‘Sordon Landon Joe Li Crarid Barmow
Towen of Markham Towwn of Markham Towwen of Markham Towen of Mar kkam Towen of Markkam Towen of Richrnond Hill

M=iyor Chairman and SEQ Regic ral Souncillor
Maurizio Bevilaoqua Eill Fisch Vilo Spalafora
Cily of Vaughan Towen of Richrmond Hill

Message from Regional Council

The ¥ork Region Official Flan, approved by the Ontario Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and Housing on September 7, 2oa0, was prepared 1o conform with 3
nurmber of pieces of Provincial legislation that fundamentally changed the way
planning ooeurs in south-central Ontario and York Region.

That legislation included the foll swing:

Regional Souncillor
Gino Fosali
iy of Vaughan

- - - Regic ral Sourncillor
Oak Ridges Moraineg Conservation Act Bicnia Hoog

Gregnbelt Act Towen of Richrnand Hil
Flaces to Gronar Act

Clean Water Act

fake Sirmcoe Protection Pfar

* O O O %

To identify our priorities and help focws our resporse 1o the new legislation, The
Regional Municipality of York undertook the Flanning for Tomorrow initiative.
This greswth management planning exdercise inveled an extensive puablic and
stakeholder engagement process, ineluding town hall meetings, [ocal municipal
consultations and technical committess.

Regional Souncillor M=ot
Micteael D Bisse The ¥ork Region Official Plan, represents the final suteome of that initiative. As Tomy Man Bynen
Cily of Vaughan Towwen of Mewrrarkel

our residents and stakeholders suggested, the York Region Cfficial Plan enhances
existing sustainakility policies 1o endure our communities and emerging urban
areas offer healthy and vibramt places to live, a variety of housing, job and
trareportation choices and sustainable lifestyle choices.

We are mindful that the York Region Cfficial Plan sets the stage for our decisions
and actions for many years to come. We encourage you to read this summary
and become more familiar with the Plan, Aswe move forward with initigtives
that implement the Plan, your inpot daring their development will continue to be

J critical o shaping the future for our community as expressed inthe York Region 3
Regional Souncillor Oficial Plan. Regic ral Souncillor

Ceb Echulle John Taylor
Cily of Vaughan Tonwn of Mewrrarkel

M=iyor Regional Sourncillor M=iior M=iior M =iior
Roberl Gossi Crainimy Wi e ber Geoffrey Cene Wirginia Hackson Elewe Pellegrini ‘Wisyne Ernrnerson
Towen of Seorgina Towen of Seargina Towen of Aurors Towen of Es=1 Gwillirnbury: Towreship of King Towrn of Whiteure h-Blouffel =



Council Attachment 2

Towards a Sustainable Re

By 2031, it is anticipated that York Region will reach 1.5 million residents, 780, C0G jobs

and 510, GO0 households

The York Region Official Plan - 2010 illustrates the vision for York Region in 2031. Fundamental to this vision is

accommeodating the anticipated growth in a manner that:

= ensures a sustainable natural environment,

= maintains a thriving economy, and

= creates healthy communities that support all our residents.

We’'ll achieve this vision by planning and developing: Qu
2 a . &
A Sustainable Natural Environment that: N\

Ensures a linked and enhanced Regional Greenlands system.

Protects and enhances key natural heritage and key hydrologic features and functions.
Increases woodland cover to a minimum of 25% of the Region’s total land area.
Recognizes and protects the agricultural land base as critical resource to the

economic and social viability of the Region.

Supports the agricultural economy by promoting innovative fanm management techniques,
local food sources and facilitating farm-gate sales.

A Thriving Economy that:

Protects long term viability of employment |ands in strategic locations.

Encourages economic activities that diversify and strengthen the Region’s economic base
and ensure continued competitiveness in the global economy.

Leverages York Region's highly skilled and diverse workforce in the promation of York
Region as a location for knowledge-based activities.

Facilitates entrepreneurship, research and innovation in existing and emerging

economic areas including green industries.

Provides the highest level of liveability including healthy communities, high-quality
services and infrastructure that attracts and retains employees and employers.

An Urban Structure that emphasizes City Building
and Sustainable Communities, that:

Promotes Regional Centres and Gorridors that support the rapid transit
comidors including the Spadina and Yonge Street Subways.

Ensures a minimum 40% intensification in the built up areas.

Creates new communities that are compact, vierant and inclusive with
a priority on people, sustainability and liveability.

Achieves a minimum density of 20 residential units per hectare and

70 residents and jobs per hectare in new community areas.
Demonstrates innovation and leadershig in all areas of
place making throughout York Region.

Uses context sensitive design for infrastructure projects
Ensures that a minimum of 25% of new housing units
across the Region are be affordable. In addition, in

key development areas, ensuring that a minimum
35% of new housing units will be affordable.
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