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24 
DISPOSAL OF LAND 

SCHOMBERG LAGOONS, TOWNSHIP OF KING 
 

The Transportation and Works Committee recommends the adoption of the 
recommendations contained in the following report, undated, from the 
Commissioner of Corporate Services and Commissioner of Environmental 
Services. 

 
 

1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended that: 
1. Regional Council authorize staff to negotiate an agreement with the Township of 

King to transfer sufficient surplus lands to the Township to build a community arena 
in accordance with the principles set out in this report. 

 
2. Regional Council authorize the Regional Chair and CAO to execute an agreement for 

the transfer of lands no longer required for the Schomberg Water Pollution Control 
Plant. 

 
 
2. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this report is to obtain Council’s approval to delegate authority for the 
Regional Chair and CAO to negotiate and execute an agreement for the transfer of lands 
no longer required at the Schomberg Water Pollution Control Plant to facilitate the 
Township’s application for infrastructure stimulus funding for a new arena. 
 
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 
The Township of King has requested the transfer of surplus lands 
 
The Township of King has submitted a formal request (see Attachment 1) to the Region’s 
Chief Administrative Officer, for a transfer at nominal value of the westerly portion of 
Regional lands currently known as the Schomberg Sewage Lagoon Lands to the 
Township of King for recreational purposes. 
 
In December 1986, the Region purchased 65 acres of land for $320,000.00 for the 
purpose of a water pollution control facility. 
 
There are three existing sewage lagoons on the site (see Attachment 2). The Region’s 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Schomberg Water Pollution Control Plant 
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recommended that the Region retain the most easterly lagoon for its own purposes and 
convert the two westerly lagoons to a wetland. 
 
The Township of King has requested the Region transfer the westerly lagoon and the 
remaining lands to the west at a nominal value. The Township wishes to use part of the 
Regional lands for the construction of a new arena, curling rink and has indicated an 
opportunity to include an Emergency Medical Services (EMS) station into the facility. 
The Township has applied for Infrastructure Stimulus funding for the project. If funding 
is approved, the Township will need to move quickly to implement the project as per the 
funding conditions. If the proposed joint venture for the arena/EMS Station is approved, 
the design of the EMS facility shall be to the satisfaction of the Commissioner of 
Community and Health Services and the General Manager of EMS. 
 
Part of the arena project will be constructed on proposed employment lands owned by an 
adjacent developer. The Township intends to facilitate the relocation of the developer’s 
storm water management pond to the lands presently owned by the Region. 
 
 

4. ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS 
 
Technical issues are still outstanding 
 
A number of technical issues must be resolved in order to determine the amount and 
value of land to be transferred. There is an existing watercourse running through the 
Regional owned lands to the west of the lagoons. Discussions are underway with the 
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority to determine the impact of the Township’s 
arena proposal and the stormwater pond relocation on this existing watercourse. 
 
If the watercourse has to be re-channelled through the surplus lagoon area to facilitate the 
arena project, costs will have to be determined. 
 
Lagoon conversion to wetland habitat is continuing 
 
This request does not affect the conversion of the middle lagoon to a wetland habitat. 
Staff of Environmental Services will continue with this project. 
 
Community and Health Services confirms the need for a Regional EMS station in 
Schomberg to reduce emergency response times and better service the community. 
 
 

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
As previously stated, the Region purchased these 65 acres for the existing water pollution 
control facility in 1986, for $320,000.00. Once the exact amount of land to be transferred 
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is determined, staff will appraise the surplus land value so that an informed decision can 
be made on the transfer request. 
 
Transfer of land should be subject to some principles 
 
1. There shall be no additional Regional costs as a result of this proposed land transfer.  
 
2. The appraised value of the proposed arena site and any additional engineering costs 

shall be offset by either the construction of the EMS facility integrated into the new 
arena or some similar benefit in terms of ongoing occupancy of lands. 

 
3. Costs related to any re-channelization of the watercourse are not anticipated to vary 

significantly from the original project budget, but must also be determined. 
 
4. Allocation of costs between the Region and the Township, as well as Regional 

benefits related to the potential provision of an EMS station in Schomberg, will also 
need to be considered. 

 
5. The financial analysis will include consideration resulting from any benefits, if any, 

to the adjacent developer. 
 
 

6. LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT 
 
This proposed land transfer would facilitate the development of a replacement arena, 
which is an important community amenity in Schomberg. Furthermore, the potential 
addition of an EMS station would improve response times for nearby residents. 
 
 

7. CONCLUSION 
 

Until a decision on funding is finalized, Regional staff will continue negotiations with 
both the Township and the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority. A full financial 
analysis will be undertaken to establish the terms of the agreement. 
 
Staff will report back to Council as necessary with the results of the agreement. 
 
For more information on this report, please contact Paul J. Roberts, Manager, Realty 
Services, Property Services Branch, extension 1424. 
 
 
The Senior Management Group has reviewed this report. 
 
(The two attachments referred to in this clause were included in the agenda for the June 
17, 2009 meeting.)  









Attachment #2




