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GTA AGRICULTURAL ACTION COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
The Planning and Economic Development Committee recommends the adoption 
of the recommendation contained in the following report dated September 2, 
2010, from the Commissioner of Planning and Development Services. 

 
 

1. RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that: 
1.  The Regional Clerk circulate this report to the local municipalities in York Region for  

information.   
 

 
2. PURPOSE 

 
This report provides an update of the activities of the GTA-Agricultural Action 
Committee (GTA-AAC) from June 2009 to May 2010 and present the GTA-AACs 2010 
Work Plan (Attachment 1).  This report also highlights York Region’s participation in 
implementing the GTA Agricultural Action Plan. 
 
This report also provides an overview of the report titled Profile of Agricultural 
Attributes in the GTA, prepared for the GTA-AAC by Planscape Inc. (Attachment 2, 
Executive Summary), which addresses several action items of the GTA Agricultural 
Action Plan. 
 
 

3. BACKGROUND  
 
The GTA-AAC ensures the implementation of the action items in the GTA 
Agricultural Action Plan 
 
The GTA-AAC was established to ensure the implementation of the actions identified in 
the GTA Agricultural Action Plan and to champion the agricultural industry sector in the 
GTA. The Regional Municipality of York is represented on the GTA-AAC by Mayor 
Margaret Black and Mayor James Young (alternate).  An Executive Director was 
appointed in May 2006, to lead the delivery of the Action Plan.  Regional efforts towards 
implementing the Action Plan are also being coordinated through the Regional Planning 
Commissioners of Ontario (RPCO) – GTA Caucus, which is supported by a staff sub-
committee - the GTA Agricultural Working Group. 
 
The GTA Agricultural Action Plan was developed through partnership amongst the 
Regions of Halton, Peel, Durham and York, the City of Toronto, the GTA Federations of 
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Agriculture and the Province. The Action Plan, which was endorsed by Regional Council 
on January 22, 2005, provides a GTA-wide framework to keep the GTA agricultural 
industry competitive through the identification of 37 action items in the areas of 
economic development, education/marketing, land use policy, accountability and 
responsibility. 
 
 

4. ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS 
 
The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee 2009 Annual Report highlights the 
Committee’s strength in partnerships and contribution to the agricultural 
community 
 
The Executive Director, on behalf of the GTA-AAC, is responsible for facilitating the 
Committee’s efforts by providing leadership on matters related to the agricultural 
industry, and advice on decisions related to priorities and funding.  In 2009, the 
Executive Director undertook a number of activities as part of implementing the GTA 
Agricultural Action Plan, such as: 
 
• Participated at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair, the Toronto Food Policy 

Conference, Ontario Culinary Tourism Summit and the Canadian Food and Restaurant 
Services Association – Food Show. 

  
• Supported our partners in research, analysis, education and awareness, such as the 

University of Guelph’s study on Ethnic Foods and promoting courses on succession 
planning in agriculture. 

 
• Partnered with the City of Hamilton and Niagara Region regarding agricultural 

sustainability around the Golden Horseshoe and in the Greenbelt.  This resulted in the 
GTA-AAC leading the development of an Agricultural Agri-Food Strategy for the 
GTAH. 

 
• Partnered with the Friends of the Greenbelt, and the Ontario Culinary Tourism 

Alliance to develop a database listing farmers and their products to help publicize 
sources to food processors, institutional buyers and direct buyers.  

 
• Partnered with Advanced Agricultural Leadership Program (AALP) to market the 

Profile of Agricultural Attributes in the GTA. 
 
With a significant portion of York Region’s Greenbelt land being farmed, these research 
activities will assist in supporting local food production in the Region. 
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The GTA-Agricultural Action Committee’s 2010 Work Plan continues to 
focus on promoting and identifying opportunities for GTA agriculture and 
local food 
 
The approved 2010 GTA-AAC Work Plan will continue to champion the agricultural 
industry sector in the GTA through the following key activities: 
• Participating at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair and the Ontario Culinary Tourism 

Summit.  
 
• Conducting further study on the potential of import replacement of crops, which could 

be grown locally, specific to the cultural needs of the GTAH population. 
 
• Organizing and hosting a 2010 bus tour to explore opportunities and challenges facing 

the agricultural industry throughout the GTAH. 
 
• Participating in the roll out of the Profile of Agricultural Attributes in the GTA. 
 
• Organizing and hosting a workshop on farm succession planning in the GTA.  
 
• Initiating the Agriculture and Agri-Food Strategy for the Golden Horseshoe.  Through 

the process of applying for a grant to the Canadian Agriculture Adaptation Program 
the GTA-AAC asked for letters of support and received over 35 letters from a varied 
cross section which includes government, foundations, agricultural associations and 
educational institutions. 

 
• Communicating the challenges and opportunities of near urban agriculture and locally 

grown food in the GTA and examining land use policies that support near urban 
agriculture. 

 
The Agriculture and Agri-Food Strategy will provide the framework to further the 
competitiveness, sustainability and viability of agriculture in York Region and 
throughout the Golden Horseshoe. 
 
The GTA-Agricultural Working group assists the GTA-AAC on 
implementing the nine action items of the GTA Agricultural Action Plan 
 
The GTA Agricultural Working Group, reporting to the Regional Planning 
Commissioners of Ontario (RPCO), is comprised of planning and economic development 
staff from the four GTA Regions and the City of Toronto.  The GTA Agricultural 
Working Group has been identified as the lead implementer on nine of the 37 action 
items in GTA Agricultural Action Plan.   
 
Between June 2009 and May 2010, the RPCO’s GTA Agricultural Working Group 
undertook a number of activities, such as: 
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• Completed Action Item 19 of the GTA Agricultural Action Plan which directs the 

development of a GTA Population Profile.  The GTA Agricultural Working Group 
compiled the 2006 Statistics Canada Census data to develop the GTA Population 
Profile.  The Profile identifies emerging consumer trends and the ethnic and cultural 
dynamic of the GTA. 

 
• York Region staff worked with the York Region Food Network to connect the Chinese 

and South Asian communities with local food producers by developing two culturally-
specific Guides to Fresh Food.  This was made possible through support from the 
Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation. 

 
• York Region Tourism profiles 33 farmers markets and farms open to the public on 

their website www.yorktourism.ca .  This year the annual Explore York Discovery 
guide will include a pull out on Farm Fresh, 100,000 copies will be distributed 
throughout Ontario. 

 
The working group has worked with the GTA-AAC to assist in developing programs that 
increase awareness of York Region residents and the agricultural community in such 
areas as local foods, ethnic foods, and farmers markets.  This is increasingly important as 
consumers’ demand for healthy local food rises. 
 
The report, Profile of Agricultural Attributes in the GTA, provides an 
overview of the challenges and opportunities for agriculture and agri-
business  
 
Planscape Inc. was retained by the GTA-AAC to research, analyze and prepare a report 
on agriculture and agri-business in the GTA to assist the agricultural sector in effectively 
addressing changing economics, social and environmental issues and demographics.   
 
The GTA Agricultural Working Group worked with the consultant to develop the Terms 
of Reference and provided comments on the draft report. 
 
The Profile of Agricultural Attributes in the GTA confirms that the agricultural 
production in the GTA occurs on some of the best agricultural land in Canada, the 
production profile is extensive and diverse, producing hundreds of commodities which in 
turn support a sophisticated agri-business sector.  While agriculture continues to be an 
important sector of the GTA economy in terms of gross farm receipts produced and 
productivity per acre, there is an ongoing decline.  The amount of farmland continues to 
drop, and the average age of farmers is increasing.   
 
The report recommends that in order to manage the agriculture and agri-business cluster 
certain challenges, such as the need for business support, the management of regulatory 
regimes, maintenance of farm service infrastructure and persevering the agricultural land 
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base should be a focus for enhancing, supporting and growing our agricultural 
community. 
 
Planscape Inc. will present at September 8, 2010, Planning and Economic Development 
Committee with an overview of their report (titled Profile of Agriculture Attributes to the 
GTA) (Attachment 2) and will highlight the findings for discussion with Committee. 
 
 
Relationship to Vision 2026 
 
The Enhanced Environmental, Heritage and Culture goal area of Vision 2026 identifies 
“Sustaining Our Agricultural Base” as an action area. The GTA Agricultural Action Plan 
is a key strategic initiative to meet the objections of this Vision 2026 goal. 
 
 

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
York Region continues to provide ongoing in-kind support through Council 
representatives on the GTA-AAC; and the work of the RPCO and the Agricultural 
Advisory Working Group ,which has the benefit of assisting the agricultural sector in 
York Region. No additional funds are required at this time. 
 
 

6. LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT 
 
Local staff across the GTA has participated in the development of the Action Plan and 
their continued support is needed to implement certain action items within the Plan to 
assist in supporting local agriculture. 
 
 

7. CONCLUSION 
 
The GTA-AAC is continuing its efforts to champion the agricultural industry sector in 
the GTA, to ensure the implementation of the actions items in the GTA Agricultural 
Action Plan. York Region continues to support the Committee by providing Council 
representatives and through the direction of the Regional Planning Commissioners of 
Ontario – GTA Caucus, the Working Group will provide continued support to the GTA-
AAC and Executive Director to ensure the implementation of the Agricultural Action 
Plan, particularly the nine regional action items, in such areas as marketing, research and 
program development. 
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For more information on this report, please contact Maria Leonis, Planner, Community 
Planning at (905) 830-4444, Ext. 1568, or Heather Konefat, Director of Community 
Planning at Ext. 1502. 
 
 
The Senior Management Group has reviewed this report. 
 

(The two attachments referred to in this clause are attached to this report.) 
 
 


































