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INFORMATION UPDATE 
TRAFFIC NOISE ASSESSMENT TESTON ROAD 

CITY OF VAUGHAN 
 
The Transportation Services Committee recommends the adoption of the 
recommendation contained in the following report dated February 14, 2011, from 
the Commissioner of Transportation Services. 

 
 

1. RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that this report be received for information. 
 
 

2. PURPOSE 
 
To provide information on the assessment of noise adjacent to Teston Road, as directed 
by the Transportation Services Committee at their meeting on June 16, 2010. 
 
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 
York Region’s Traffic Noise Mitigation Policy was updated in 2006 
introducing broader eligibility criteria for noise mitigation adjacent to 
Regional roads 
 
In March 2006, the Region updated its policy for traffic noise mitigation in accordance 
with Report No. 3 Clause 5 of the Transportation and Works Committee of March 23, 
2006: York Region Traffic Noise Mitigation Policy for Regional Roads (Traffic Noise 
Mitigation Policy). A copy of the approved updated policy is attached (see Attachment 1). 
 
As part of the Traffic Noise Mitigation Policy (2006), any road widening projects 
constructed in 2006 or prior are exempt from the requirements of the new policy. Any 
projects scheduled for tender in 2007 and beyond are subject to the new policy. 
 
Accordingly, road widening projects tendered in 2006 were designed and constructed in 
accordance with the old policy.  Council’s direction; however, was that following 
construction, staff were to undertake a traffic noise assessment for the project limits in 
accordance with the Traffic Noise Mitigation Policy (2006). In the event noise mitigation 
within the project limits was required under the updated policy, staff would implement 
the new recommendations as part of a subsequent contract. This work would be covered 
under the Capital Project provision in the Traffic Noise Mitigation Policy. 
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Noise barriers constructed under the Capital Project provision of the Traffic Noise 
Mitigation Policy would be constructed only on the outer edge of York Region’s road 
right-of-way. The barriers would be owned and maintained by York Region. 
 
The Traffic Noise Mitigation Policy also provides assistance to residents 
under the Retrofit Provision for the installation of noise barrier, where 
warranted and effective, in areas where there are no future capital projects  
 
There are many locations along York Region’s roadways where adjacent residential 
properties are impacted by traffic noise that are not already mitigated through noise 
barriers. In these situations residents can apply to York Region to assess whether or not 
noise barriers are warranted. In locations where noise barriers are warranted and would 
be effective, the residents and York Region would share the costs of the installation of the 
noise barriers. This work would be done under the Retrofit Provision of the Traffic Noise 
Mitigation Policy. 
 
Noise barriers constructed under the Retrofit Provision would be constructed outside of 
the Regional road and totally within the resident property(s). Ownership and ongoing 
maintenance, including costs, would be the responsibility of the homeowner(s). 
 
The retrofit provisions were developed to address request for noise mitigation for 
properties immediately adjacent to, and contiguous with, the Regional road right-of-way. 
The development of these provisions did not, at the time, envision potential requests from 
owners of properties further removed from the Regional right-of-way. 
 
A figure showing the relative location of the noise barrier under the Retrofit and the 
Capital Project provisions of the policy is appended to this report (see Attachment 2). 
 
Two recent widening projects on Teston Road have been reassessed using 
the broader eligibility criteria of the 2006 Traffic Noise Mitigation Policy 
 
The following two projects were planned and designed and received Environmental 
Assessment approval under the old policy and did not qualify for noise mitigation. 
Despite this, staff have received a number of requests for mitigation from affected 
residents. A context map showing the two sections of Teston Road and the limits of the 
EA is appended to this report (see Attachment 3).  
 
A.  TESTON ROAD – JANE STREET TO KEELE STREET 
 
This section of Teston Road was tendered in 2003 and completed and 
widened in 2006. Additional street trees were planted in the boulevard in 
2006 and 2007; however noise barriers were not warranted 
 
Regional staff have been working with residents backing onto Teston Road between Jane 
Street and Keele Street over the years to mitigate the effects of the 2005 widening from 
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two lanes to four lanes, but residents remain concerned about road noise.  In April of 
2010, Region staff received noise concerns specifically from residents of Medley Court 
and Bellefontaine Court.  A location sketch is appended to this report (see Attachment 4) 
 
B.  TESTON ROAD – DUFFERIN STREET TO BATHURST STREET 
 
This section of Teston Road was widened from two lanes to three lanes in 
2008 
 
In June 2010, York Region received complaints related to traffic noise from the residents 
at the intersection of Teston Road and Quail Run (500 metres west of Bathurst Street). A 
location sketch is appended to this report (see Attachment 5). 
 
Regional staff retained the help of a noise consultant and the preliminary 
analysis has been completed 
 
On November 1, 2010, SENES Consultants Ltd. was retained to assist the Region in 
conducting traffic noise assessments along both sections of Teston Road. 
 
Throughout November and early December 2010, the project team completed the 
preliminary field work and technical analysis.   
 
Under the Traffic Noise Mitigation Policy, staff have the administrative authority to 
implement noise mitigation measures if they comply with policy, and only deviations 
from the policy need Regional Council approval. Accordingly, this report is being 
presented for information only in response to Transportation Committee’s request for an 
update on our analysis. The results are summarized in Section 4. 
 
 

4. ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS 
 
A.  TESTON ROAD – JANE STREET TO KEELE STREET 
 
Traffic noise from Teston Road between Jane Street and Cranston Park 
Avenue (west of Keele Street) does not qualify for mitigation under the 
Capital Project or Retrofit provisions of the new policy; however, this 
section was assessed to determine if noise mitigation is warranted under 
the new Traffic Noise Mitigation policy as directed by Transportation 
Services Committee 
 
Since the tender for the Teston Road widening and reconstruction through this area 
occurred prior to 2006, the corridor does not qualify for reassessment under the Retrofit 
Provisions of the new Traffic Noise Mitigation Policy. However, as requested at 
Transportation Services Committee, to respond to concerns expressed by residents, this 
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section was assessed against the Retrofit provisions of the new Traffic Noise Mitigation 
Policy. 
 
Accordingly, with the assistance of SENES Consultants Ltd., consultation with 
stakeholders took place throughout the detailed traffic noise assessment. 
 
Between Jane Street and Cranston Park Avenue, eight representative receptor locations 
(outdoor living areas) were selected as the most critical locations in terms of noise 
exposure from Teston Road and future traffic volume increases to the horizon year of 
2031. 
 
Analysis of the eight receptor locations (outdoor living areas) identified 
only one area (Medley Court) which could possibly benefit from noise 
mitigation, however this situation is not addressed by current Regional 
policy 
 
Detailed analysis concluded that the installation of sound barriers is supported at one 
location (Medley Court) where no existing noise barriers are present. In the vicinity of 38 
Medley Court, a unique situation arises: there is an open space owned by the Toronto and 
Region Conservation Authority between the homes at this location and the Teston Road 
right-of-way. Although noise barriers are to be built under the Retrofit Provision at the 
edge of the right-of-way (but along the homeowner’s private property), due to the open 
space separating the homes from the road, noise barriers built at this location would not 
be effective. 
 
In this unique situation, however the effectiveness of noise barriers on the homeowner’s 
private property, even though this location would not be adjacent to the Teston Road 
right-of-way, was also assessed, even though this situation is not addressed by current 
Regional policy. 
 
At 38 Medley Court and the four properties to the west, it was determined that noise 
barriers are warranted and would be effective. A noise barrier constructed on private 
property will achieve a reduction in noise of six dBA. 
 
To the east of 38 Medley Court, the properties have already been mitigated from traffic 
noise through noise barriers constructed at the time of the development of these homes. 
Residents could benefit from additional tree planting within the conservation lands to 
provide some additional visual screening.  An aerial photo of this location is appended to 
this report (see Attachment 6). 
 
However, because the road project was tendered prior to 2006, this location does not 
qualify for funding or assistance from York Region under the current Traffic Noise 
Mitigation policy for the installation of noise barriers or tree planting. To date the results 
of the traffic noise assessment have not been discussed with the residents. 
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The remaining seven receptor locations (outdoor living areas) do not 
qualify for noise mitigation under the Region’s Retrofit Provision 
 
In the vicinity of Cooper Creek Court, Ashton Drive, Medley Court and Cranston Park 
Avenue where existing noise barriers have been installed as part of the land development 
process, these areas do not qualify for reassessment under the Traffic Noise Mitigation 
policy. 
 
In the vicinity of Cranston Park Avenue where no noise barriers are present, the current 
and future predicted noise levels are less than 60 dBA and accordingly these areas do not 
qualify for mitigation under the retrofit program.  
 
B.  TESTON ROAD – DUFFERIN STREET TO BATHURST STREET 
 
Traffic noise from Teston Road between Saul Court (east of Dufferin Street) 
and Bathurst Street qualifies for noise mitigation under the Region’s policy 
 
Since Teston Road widening and reconstruction through this area was tendered in 2006, 
the corridor does qualify for reassessment under the Capital Project provisions of new 
Traffic Noise Mitigation Policy. This reassessment work was also part of SENES’ 
detailed traffic noise assessment. 
 
Along Teston Road between Saul Court and Bathurst Street, eight representative receptor 
locations (outdoor living areas) were selected.  
 
Analysis of the eight receptor locations (outdoor living areas) identified 
seven locations warranting noise mitigation  
 
With the exception of one location (890 Teston Road), all the other seven receptors 
exceed 60 dBA for the current and future scenarios. As such, these properties qualify for 
noise mitigation in the form of noise barriers if they will be effective. That is, the noise 
barrier will reduce traffic noise by at least six dBA  
 
Analysis of the seven locations warranting noise mitigation concluded that 
noise barriers would not be effective at reducing traffic noise by at least six 
dBA 
 
At the seven locations that warrant noise mitigation, the location of the roadway, size of 
the estate properties and topography is such that mitigation of the traffic noise through 
installation of sound barriers would not be effective. That is, noise barriers constructed at 
the property line would not reduce the traffic noise level by at least 6 dBA. 
 
However, because noise mitigation is warranted, in accordance with the Capital Project 
provisions of the policy, vegetative screening in the form of trees are to be planted in the 
vicinity of the qualifying properties. This tree planting and vegetation screening is 
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proposed for the spring of 2011. An aerial photo showing these locations is appended to 
this report (see Attachment 7). 
 
 

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
A.  TESTON ROAD – JANE STREET TO KEELE STREET 
 
The total cost of the noise barrier at 38 Medley Court and the four properties to the west 
is estimated at $87,000. As the conditions present at this location are not addressed by the 
current Regional Council approved policy, the costs of construction of such a barrier 
would remain with the property owners. As such, there are no financial implications to 
the Region at this location. 
 
In addition, because the location does not qualify for mitigation under the Retrofit, 
Regional staff are not in a position to provide additional vegetative screening in the open 
space between the road and the residential properties.  
 
B.  TESTON ROAD – DUFFERIN STREET TO BATHURST STREET 
 
The cost of the vegetative screening proposed by Regional staff to be planted between 
Dufferin Street and Bathurst Street is estimated at $40,000. This will be funded 100% 
from tax levy. The screenings are proposed to be planted in 2011.  
 
Sufficient funds to complete vegetative screening between Dufferin Street and Bathurst 
Street have been included in the draft 2011 10-Year Roads Construction Program. 
 
 

6. LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT 
 
The widening and reconstruction of the sections of Teston Road between Jane Street and 
Keele Street, and between Dufferin Street and Bathurst Street have provided significant 
benefit to our corridor users. 
 
Although noise mitigation through the installation of noise barriers is not feasible at all 
locations, the Region’s policy does provide for the installation of vegetative screening. 
While the vegetative screening will not reduce traffic noise levels in the outdoor living 
area, the buffer will provide some aesthetic visual benefits and the perception of 
separation between the road and the residential properties. 
 
 

7. CONCLUSION 
 
Traffic noise continues to be one of the most significant concerns expressed by our 
residents during both the construction of our road projects and general operation of our 
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road corridors. In response to these concerns, vegetative screening is proposed along the 
Teston Road boulevard in the vicinity of Quail Run Boulevard. 
 
Regional staff will continue to work with City of Vaughan residents, staff and 
stakeholders along its Regional corridors to address traffic noise concerns. 
 
For more information on this report, please contact Paul Jankowski, General Manager of 
Roads at extension 5901. 
 
 
The Senior Management Group has reviewed this report. 

 
(The seven attachments referred to in this clause are attached to this report.) 
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