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ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

REPORT NO. 5 
 

The Community and Health Services Committee recommends receipt of Report 
No. 5 of the Accessibility Advisory Committee, dated November 21, 2012. 
 

(A copy of Report No. 5 of the Accessibility Advisory Committee is attached to this 

report.) 
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK 

    
 

REPORT NO. 5 
OF THE REGIONAL  

ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 21, 2012 

    
 

For Consideration by the 
Community and Health Services Committee of 

The Regional Municipality of York 
on December 5, 2012 
    

 
 
Chair:   V. Spatafora 
 
Members Present: S. Foglia, Vice Chair 

C. Arnold 
L. Bolt 
C. Gorlewski 
D. Hardaker 
L. Hulme-Smith 
L. Jones 
B. Lynch 
F. Maggisano 

 
Staff Present: K. Adeney, L. Alfieri Sladen, I. Buchanan, C. Clark, L. Davies,  

S. Doyle, L. Gonsalves, T. Grover, M. Herder, R. Houghton,  
J. Hulton, I. McNeil, L. Nigra, P. Thiru, A. Urbanski 
 
 

The Accessibility Advisory Committee began its meeting at 4 p.m. on  
November 21, 2012. 
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UPDATE - COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS 
 
The Accessibility Advisory Committee advises the Community and Health 
Services Committee of the following matters having been considered by the 
Accessibility Advisory Committee with the following action: 

 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
1. Lois Davies, Program Manager ODA/AODA, Community and Health 

Services regarding ‘Accessibility Status Report on Reaching a New 
Standard for Accessibility: York Region’s 2011/2012 Accessibility Plan and 
York Region Accessibility Advisory Committee Revised Terms of 
Reference’  (Please see Clause 1.2)  Received.  

  
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
  
2. Denis Kelly, Regional Clerk, dated October 19, 2012 regarding 

‘Accessibility Status Report on Reaching a New Standard for Accessibility: 
York Region’s 2011/2012 Accessibility Plan’  Received. 

  
3. Adelina Urbanski, Commissioner of Community and Health Services, 

dated September 25, 2012 regarding ‘Accessibility for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act, 2005 File Review: Regional Municipality of York 
Compliance Response’  Received. 

  
4. Adelina Urbanski, Commissioner of Community and Health Services, 

dated October 10, 2012 regarding ‘Accessibility for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act, 2005 Update: Proposed Design of Public Spaces 
Standards’  Received. 

  
5. Steve Foglia, Vice Chair, York Region Accessibility Advisory Committee, 

dated October 15, 2012 regarding ‘Minutes of the Networking Breakfast 
Meeting – October 3, 2012’  Received. 

  
6. Denis Kelly, Regional Clerk, dated November 16, 2012 regarding 

‘Accessibility Policy’ Received.  
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OTHER BUSINESS 
  
7. Confirmation of Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting Schedule  

For 2013  Received. 
  
8. Leslie Bolt and Brian Lynch, Members of York Region Accessibility 

Advisory Committee, regarding ‘Update on Metrolinx Accessibility Public 
Meeting’  Received. 

  
9. Brian Lynch, Member of York Region Accessibility Advisory Committee, 

regarding ‘Update on One Voice Network employABILITY Marketplace’  
Received. 

  
10. Leslie Bolt, Member of York Region Accessibility Advisory Committee, 

regarding ‘Update on Accessibility Review of YRT Street Furniture’  
Received. 

  
11. Kim Adeney, Senior Program and Compliance Analyst, ODA/AODA, 

Community and Health Services, regarding update on ‘National Access 
Awareness Week – June 2 to 8, 2013’  Received and recommended to 
the Community and Health Services Committee that staff write a letter 
to Regional Chairman Bill Fisch on behalf of the York Region 
Accessibility Advisory Committee requesting that Regional Council 
recognize National Access Awareness Week from June 2 to 8, 2013 
and that the letter be forwarded to the nine local Councils and their 
Accessibility Advisory Committees for consideration. 

  
12. Lisa Gonsalves, Managing Director, Strategic Service Integration and 

Policy Branch, Community and Health Services, regarding ‘Update on 
Accessibility Activities’  Received. 

  
13. Committee and staff acknowledged the memory and legacy of Margaret 

Gaukel, former long serving member of and valued contributor to the York 
Region Accessibility Advisory Committee, who passed on October 21, 
2012.  Margaret played an instrumental role in the Committee’s work, 
including efforts that led to the Region receiving the Excellence Canada - 
Ontario Accessibility Award, which she accepted at Regional Council on 
behalf of the Region in her capacity as Vice Chair of the Accessibility 
Advisory Committee.  Margaret also participated on the subcommittee 
leading to the Region’s first accessible one-kilometre trail loop in the 
Hollidge Tract of the York Regional Forest - her photo graces the 
promotional brochure for this trail.  Margaret held various board positions 
with the MS Society at the local and provincial levels and also served as 
Chair of the East Gwillimbury Accessibility Advisory Committee.  As she 
made a significant difference in the community for people with disabilities, 
Margaret was selected to be the medal bearer for the East Gwillimbury leg 
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of the Rick Hansen 25th Anniversary cross-Canada relay in December 
2011  

  
14. Steve Foglia thanked York Region staff for taking the initiative to order and 

make available for him a height adjustable table to use at Committee. 
  
15. The next meeting of the York Region Accessibility Advisory Committee is 

scheduled to be held on Wednesday, February 20, 2013 at 4 p.m. 
 
 
The Accessibility Advisory Committee adjourned at 5:41 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
November 21, 2012       V. Spatafora 
Newmarket, Ontario       Chair 
 
Carol Clark 
Tel. (905) 830-4444 x 1305 
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