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MID-BLOCK COLLECTOR FREEWAY CROSSINGS STATUS UPDATE 
IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK DISCUSSIONS 

TOWNS OF MARKHAM AND RICHMOND HILL 
 
The Transportation Services Committee recommends: 
 

1. Receipt of the correspondence from Kimberley Kitteringham, Town 
Clerk, Town of Markham, dated December 4, 2009, regarding 
‘Highways 404 & 407 Flyover Working Group’; and 

 
2. Adoption of the recommendation contained in the following report 

dated December 18, 2009, from the Commissioner of Transportation 
Services. 

 
 

1. RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that this report be received for information. 
 
 

2. PURPOSE 
 
This report provides an update with respect to the issue of planned mid-block collector 
road crossings over Highways 404 and 407 to connect the local road networks in the 
Towns of Markham and Richmond Hill. 
 
 

3. BACKGROUND  
 
In June 2009, Regional Council requested the Councils of Markham and 
Richmond Hill to direct their staff to participate in developing an 
implementation framework with Regional staff 
 
Over the last few years, Regional staff has been working with the Towns of Markham 
and Richmond Hill to plan the five identified crossings of 400-series highways 
connecting the local road networks in the two communities. The five crossings are at 
varying stages of planning/implementation.  In May and June 2009, Regional Council 
dealt with two reports dealing with issues pertinent to two of these planned crossings.  In 
considering these reports, Regional Council directed Regional staff to continue working 
towards the implementation of one specific crossing, and continue to protect for another.   
 
Furthermore, in June 2009, Regional Council also requested “the Councils of Markham 
and Richmond Hill to direct their staff to participate in developing an implementation 
framework with Regional staff for the long-term protection, funding, and construction of 
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planned mid-block crossings of Highway 404 and Highway 407 and to report back to the 
appropriate Committee in the fall of 2009 on the outcome of these discussions.”  
 
The status of the crossings is summarized in Table 1. 
 

Table 1 
Status of Planned Mid Block Collectors  
Between Markham and Richmond Hill 

Location Status 
Highway 404 crossing between Highway 
7 and 16th Avenue 

• Class EA cleared 
• Detailed design to get underway in 

early 2010 with construction to follow 
• Property required 
 

Highway 404 crossing between 16th 
Avenue and Major Mackenzie Drive 

• Feasibility study and Class EA study 
required 

 
Highway 404 crossing between Major 
Mackenzie Drive and Elgin Mills Road 

• Class EA suspended 
• Region continuing to protect for future 

crossing 
 

Highway 404 crossing between Elgin 
Mills Road and 19th Avenue 
 

• Class EA study required 

Highway 407 crossing at Cedar Avenue • Structure pre-built subject to 
transportation planning now underway 
for Richmond Hill Centre and 
Langstaff Urban Growth Centre 

 
 
 

4. ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS 
 

On December 1, 2009, the Town of Markham authorized staff to participate 
in developing the framework for the crossings 

 
At its meeting on December 1, 2009, the Town of Markham considered the Region’s 
request and a Town staff report and passed a resolution which directed that “staff be 
authorized to participate in a Working Group with the Region of York and the Town of 
Richmond Hill to develop a framework to protect, fund and construct mid-block 
crossings of Highway 404 and Highway 407”.  Furthermore, Markham Council also 
resolved that the scope of the work to be undertaken “be expanded to include the 
Highway 404 interchange at 19th Avenue”.   It is also noted that Markham Council also 
reaffirmed its earlier position on one of the crossings by resolving that “the Regional 



 
Report No. 1 of the Transportation Services Committee 

Regional Council Meeting of January 21, 2010 
 
 

Municipality of York and the Town of Richmond Hill be again informed of the Town of 
Markham Council’s decision to not support any flyover in the Cathedral Community 
immediately north of Major Mackenzie Drive”. 
 
Town of Richmond Hill staff has indicated verbally that it remains 
authorized to develop the proposed implementation framework 
 
Regional staff discussed the issue of developing an implementation framework for all of 
the proposed crossings with management staff of the Town of Richmond Hill.  In 
November and December 2009, Richmond Hill staff indicated verbally that it remains 
authorized to participate in the development of such a framework, and that it does not 
intend to report back to Richmond Hill Town Council at this time. 
 
The first meeting of the working group of Richmond Hill, Markham and 
York staff has been scheduled for January 4, 2010 
 
Regional staff have now scheduled the first meeting of the management staff to be 
included in these discussions for January 4, 2010.  In light of the number and diversity of 
issues affecting the five proposed crossings, and with Markham’s stated intention of 
expanding the scope to include consideration of the planned Highway 404 interchange at 
19th Avenue, it is difficult to predict a timeframe for the resolution of issues or conclusion 
of discussions.  Regional staff now intends to report back on the progress of these 
discussions before the summer of 2010.  
 
 

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Although there may be substantial financial implications associated with potential 
resolutions evolving from the planned discussions and a potential implementation 
framework, there are no implications of engaging in the discussions at this time. 
 
 

6. LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT 
 
The transportation benefits of the proposed freeway crossings have been well 
documented in both Regional and local municipal transportation plans.  The proposed 
crossings will provide additional transportation capacity through improved road 
connectivity and transit serviceability to the developing areas on both sides of the 
freeways which form the municipal boundaries at these locations.  These collector roads 
will also provide additional alternative safe linkages for pedestrians and bicyclists.   
 
 

7. CONCLUSION 
 
The Towns of Markham and Richmond Hill have now authorized staff to participate in 
discussions towards the development of an implementation framework for the five 
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proposed mid-block collector crossings of Highways 404 and 407 between the two 
municipalities.  The Town of Markham has also requested that the scope of these 
discussions be expanded to include the potential Highway 404 interchange at 19th 
Avenue.  The initiation meeting for this effort has now been scheduled, and Regional 
staff intends to provide a further status update report before summer 2010. 
 
For more information on this report, please contact Paul Jankowski, General Manager of 
Roads at extension 5901. 
 
The Senior Management Group has reviewed this report. 
 
 










