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TOWNSHIP OF KING gob

Telephone: (905) 833-5321

Municipal Offices _ Toll Free: 1.800-688-5013
2075 King Road Fax: (905) 833-2300
King City, Ontario e-mail: online@township.king.on.ca
L7B 1A1 Website: www.township.king.on.ca

INCORPORATED 1250

October 30™, 2007

Denis Kelly

Regional Clerk

Regional Municipality of York
17250 Yonge St.
NEWMARKET, ON L3Y 6Z1

FAX: (905)895-3031 and 905-836-4590
Dear Mr. Kelly:

RE: Deputation by James Harbell, Stikeman Elliott LLP
And Operations Department Report No. OP07-30
Regional Municipality of York EA Study
Reconstruction of Bathurst Street from Green Lane West to Yonge Street

At its meeting of October 15", 2007, Committee of the Whole received a deputation from
Mr. James Harbell, Stikeman Elliott LLP, regarding r:construction of Bathurst Street
from Green Lane West north to Yonge Street. At the same meeting, Committee
considered Operations Department Report OP07-30 regarding the Region of York EA
Study on the reconstruction of Bathurst Street.

A copy of the Operations Report OP-07-03 and Extract #C.0.W. 2007-236, as adopted
by Council on October 29™ 2007 of the related Committze of the Whole Report are
enclosed for your information and reference.

Yours truly,

s Smesnirnd b

Chris Somerville
Township Clerk

Encl.
c.C. Paul Jankowski, General Manager, Roads Branch, Region of York

Daniel Kostopoulos, Manager, Engineering, Region of York
Scott Somerville, CAO, Township of King

sok TOTAL PRGE. B2 ek
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE REPORT

The following item from the Committee of the Whole Report of October 15", 2007 was
adopted by Council at its meeting of October 29™, 2007.

COPIES TO: FILE
JODY LAPLANTE

C.O.W. #2007-236

- Operations Department Report No.: OP07-30
Re: Regional Municipality of York EA Study ~
Reconstruction of Bathurst Street from Green Lane West :0 Yonge Street

DEPUTATIONS
(1) James Harbell, Stikcman Elliott LLP

Mr. Harbell from Stikeman Elliott, Barristers & Solicitors appeared on behalf of Paddy Ann and
Latham Bums who are the owners of property on Bathurs Street north of Green Lane. He
distributed a hand-out to members of the Committee and staff, and provided a presentation
requesting Committee’s support of resolutions he had prepared with respect to the Environmental
Assessment Study (EA) being undertaken by the Region. Fe commented that he believes the
west side of Bathurst Street belongs to the Township of K:ng and that the Township should
investigate further the implications of the Region’s conducting an EA on Township-owned Jands.
He suggested that the scope of the study has been narrowed to focus on Bathurst Street, rather
than looking at a route that would keep the traffic out of King and directed through the
municipalities it is originating from. Mr. Harbell opined that the proposal will ultimately result
in just re-directing traffic from one poorly designed intersection to a worse one. Mr. Harbell
noted that the proposal to extend Bathurst Street to Hi ghway #11 would do more harm than good
for the Township of King as it will be expensive, will not r2solve any traffic problems in the
Township, and will be constructing a 4 lane highway in an .cologically sensitive area along a
narrow and hilly corridor. Mr. Harbell commented that the Region has not been forthcoming
with information on thjs matter. He suggested that a more complete study of the area be done
and asked that Committec of the Whole consider approving th:: Resolutions he submitted.

Committce recommends that the deputation by Mr. Harbell b: reccived and the correspondence
submitted be received.

Committee considered Operations Department Report No. OP07-30, regarding the Regional
Municipality of York EA Study on the reconstruction of Bathurst Street from Green Lane to
Yonge Street along the eastern boundary of the Township of K ing.
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C.0.W. Itcrn #2007-236
Page2

Committee recommends that Operations Department Report No. OP07-30 be received as
information, and that Staff report further on the ownership of the wesl side of Bathurst Street and
tne implications the Township ownership would have on the EA process; further, Committee
recommcends that the Resolutions prepared by Mr. Harbell be ndopted, as amended, as follows:

1. The Township of King requests the Region to revize the scope of the cnvironmental
assessment of Bathurst Street from Green Lane to Ycnge Street to include a]l Jands east
to Highway 404. Further, the Township requests thz: the Region complete its updatcd
Transportation Master Plan in advance of completing this environmental asscssment
process.

2. The Township requests the Region 10 make available t> the citizens of King the following
background information as soon as possible:

a) any previous environmental assessment work conceming Bathurst Street;

b) current traffic counts for roads and interscctions in the broader study area between
Highway 400 and 404, north of Green Lane;

c) all ecological data and information collected as part of the current environmental
assess work;

d) the specifics of the proposal including number of lanes, climbing lanes, geometry,
grade and potential cost;

e) evaluation criteria; and

f) alternative proposals.

3. King Township confirm the ownership of the road allowance of the west side of Bathurst

Street north of Green Lanc.

CHRIS SOMERVILLE
CLERK
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TOWNSHIP OF KING
DATE: October 15, 2007
TO: Committee of the Whole
FROM: Operations Department

Operations Report No. OP07-30

SUBJECT: Regional Municipality of York EA Study - Reconstruction of Bathurst Street
from Green Lane West to Yonge Street

1. RECOMMENDATIONS

The Operations Department respectfully submits the following recommendations for your
consideration:

a) That this report be received for information.
2. PURPOSE

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with information regarding the proposed
Region of York improvements to Bathurst Street from Green Lane to Yonge Street along
the eastern boundary of the Township of King.

3. . BACKGROUND

Bathurst Street from Steeles Avenue north to Yonge Street is a Regional Road.

Prior to 1995, this section of Bathurst Street was a through road only during the summer
months and subscquently, the road was closed at the bridge by the Region. It remains
closed, however the Regional Municipality of York aas indicated in its Traffic Master
Plan (2002) that the connection of Bathurst Street from Green Lane to Yonge Street, is
necessary to accommodate future growth in the area.

The Master Plan models and identifies road improvements at a high level taking into
account future traffic volumes both within and outside the Region. Individual EA
(Environmental Assessment) are then conducted on exch road segment to select the best
route.

The Region held the first Public Consultation Centre (PCC) on May 17%, 2007, for the
Bathurst Street Improvement EA project. The issues raised at this meeting and the
responses from the Study Team are included in Schedule “C.”

The Region has included this section of Bathurst Sreet in its 2006 — 10 Year Road

Construction Program and the construction is schedule { for 2009, (see Schedule “A”)

Cow
ocT 15‘0’7
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Report No. OP07-30

October 15, 2007

Page 2

As a result of this proposed project, a series of leputations were received by the
Township of King Committee of the Whole on July 9, 2007..

ANALYSIS

It may also be useful to review the function of a Regional Road;

¢ Carrics higher volumes of traffic than local roais

e Serves pnmanly through, longer distance traffi:

» Moves traffic between urban areas and provide: connections to other Regional
Roads/highways

o Higher design standards (wider lane and shoulcer widths, etc.)

e Fewer entrances and residential driveways

e An effective gnd of Regional Roads is requirec to support planned development
and to provide for overall traffic capacity

The destination of the majority of the commuter traffic through the Township of King is
Highway 400. For some time, the main concern of Township residents has been the
increase 1n traffic on local roads. This issue will only vompound with the future growth
planned for East Gwillimbury and Bradford West Gwi: limbury, (see Schedule “B”).

Currently there are concerns with the traffic volumes tirough the hamlet of Ansnorveldt
and the marsh and more recently roads adjacent to the :anal. These areas will experience
greater volumes if no Regional roads are built.

The problem 1dentified in the EA as stated by the Region is as follows;

e Traffic capacity
o Lack of north-south traffic capacity
e Regional network continuity/missing road link
o Bathurst Street is a designated Regional road but discontinuous north of
Moming Sideroad
¢ Yonge Street is the only continuous north-soutk Regional road in the study area
o No ajternative Regional roads exist for use by local or through traffic

* Yonge Street Green Lane Intersection is at capacity
Until now, the Region has been able to defer improvements to Bathurst Street.
However existing traffic volumes have increased and considerable growth is
anticipated both within the study area and outsi:ie the study area which will
result in significantly increased traffic volumes.

e Bascd on traffic projections, it is anticipated thet north-south travel through the
area will exceed the capacity of the existing roads in the south end of the study
area by 2011. By 2031 significant additional noth-south capacity in the area
will be required.
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Report No. OP07-30
October 15, 2007

Page 3

93

* Due to the current reliance on Yonge Street to hand]e the area’s traffic, the
Yonge Street/Green Lane intersection will experience significant capacity
shortfalls, particularly for left-turning traffic.

The Township of King will be affected by new traffic patterns. Jt is anticipated that the
new north-south collector road may relieve some of th e demands on Township roads such
as Dufferin and Keele Streets.

If no Regional Road improvements are built this will place a burden on the Township of
King;

» Capital Cost — Township roads are not designed to accommodate large volumes of
traffic and would require extensive reconstruction.

> Operation Cost — increase substantially as our .evel of service would increase as
per the Minimum Maintenance Standards iden:ified in the Municipal Act. More
equipment, staff and would be required to mee! the increasing demands.

> Liability — increased exposure to more claims.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There is no cost associated with these recommendatiorns.

CONCLUSION

The planned improvement will provide a continuous route from Yonge Street to Steeles
Avenue through York Region and will be the only Region road north of Highway 9 in the
Township of King.

Growth around King Township will continue to place pressure and increase volumes on
Township Roads thus increasing capital and operating costs. Staff is generally supportive
of projects that reduce traffic volumes on Township roads which will reduce the burden
on King tax payers.

Site specific concems regarding the proposed alignment will be addressed through the EA
process.
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Report No. OP07-30 - 60

October 15, 2007
Pagc 4

7. ATTACHMENTS

Schedule “A” - Plan of the Regional 2006 — 10 Year Roads Construction Program
Schedule “B” - Selected Slides from the Regional PCC on May 17, 2007
Schedule “C” - Summary of Key Issues and Responses from the Regional PCC on May

17, 2007
Submitted by: Reviewed by:
/» ,,;-""d/ " ,..//J -
Michael A. Cole J5dy LaPlante

Manager of Engineering & Development Lirector of Operations
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2006 - 10 YEAR ROADS
CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM
APPROVED BY COUNCIL DECEMBER 14 2205
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