June 7, 2018

Mr. Dents Kelly, Regional Clerk
Corporate Services Diepartment

York Region Administration Building
17250 Yonge Street, 4 Floor
Mewmarket, Ontario, L3Y 671

Dear My, Kelly

1 arm writing to request that the Repional Municipality of York officially proclaim
Internationg] Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Awareness Day (FASDav) on September 9, 2018
and continug o do so in the future,

This day is recognized around the world to bring awareness and greater understanding of
the mportance of FASD g5 a public health issue in terms of both prevention of the risk
for childeen prenatally exposed to aleohol and treatment for affected mdividuals whose
mother drank alcohal during pregnancy. September 97 is when people sround the world
shine a spotlight on this devastating disorder that affects 1 in 100 babies. The City of
Toromto awd Municipalities of Durham, SMmceoe and Peel are close neighbors whe have
already proclaimed this day,

in September 2005 the Fetgl Aleohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) Coalition of York
Region was formed under the leadership of the York Region Early Intervention program.
Representatives from g broad range of community services {child gnd family services,
public bealth, education, mental health, justice system, and developmental services) with
foster and adoptive parents formed the Coglition. The Coalition meets on a quarierly
basis with a core of 6 16 8 participants. Recently the Coalition sbtained a nop-profit
incorporation status {#1806369),

People with FASD, which includes the diagnoses of Fetal Aleohol Syndrome (FAS} and
Aleohol-Related Neurodevelopmental Disorder (ARNIY) are at high risk of fearning
disghiftties, eurly school drop-out, drug and alechol addiction, mental illpess,
inpriscanent, uncagployiacat and poverty.

On the ninth minute of the ninth hour of the ninth day of the ninth month, the Coalition
woald like the residents of York Region to remember that during the nine months of
pregnancy, a woman should not drink aleohol, FASD is preventable,

{inda Wheeler
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FASD Coalition of York Region
finda, wheelurf@york ca
D05-954-4011 ext. 2351




