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Council Report Attachment

A Message from Regional Council

Welcome to the 2005 edition of the York Region Business Directory.

This Directory contains contact information on approximately 11,600 local
businesses, plus statistics on recent Regional population, business and
employment trends. Our goal in producing this Directory is to provide local
businesses and area residents with convenient, up-to-date information to
promote existing businesses and to assist in new business recruitment.

York Region businesses continue to thrive. As of 2004, there were 27,000
businesses in York Region accounting for an estimated 440,000 jobs. The
Region has grown at an average annual compound employment growth rate of
4.9% since 1998.

York Region’s businesses range from small home-based firms to large
multinational corporations. Our economy is also quite diverse across industry
sectors. From agriculture, retail and tourism-based businesses to automotive
parts manufacturing and a growing business services sector, York Region
offers something for everyone. Our economic diversity, combined with a well-
educated labour force and enviable quality of life is one of the main factors
behind our Region’s success. This diversity creates an attractive environment
to encourage job growth and promote business expansion and redevelopment.

For more information on business opportunities in York Region, please contact
one of our local or regional economic development representatives to see why...

York Region truly is Ontario’s Rising Star!
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How to Use This Directory

This Directory summarizes information
collected on office and industrial-sector
businesses in York Region. Information on
retail and personal services, restaurants
and recreational facilities, healthcare and
public administration is not included in
this Directory, but is available for
purchase in electronic form or on the
internet. Businesses are listed by North
American Industrial Classification (NAIC)
code, which was adopted by Statistics
Canada in 1998 to replace the Standard
Industrial Classification (SIC) system.

The Directory is based on information
collected from the 2004 York Region
Employment Survey, a door-to-door
survey conducted with businesses located
in York Region between May and August,
2004. Where data could not be updated for
a particular business, data was
supplemented with the most recent
information available from previous
surveys. As a result, not all records are
up-to-date. In the individual business
record listing, the date the business listing
was last changed is indicated.

Finding a Business

To find a business by industry type, first
consult the summary of NAIC codes by
industry sector at the beginning of the
directory. Then look up the business
alphabetically within the appropriate
NAIC code.

Sample listing:

To search for information on a business
whose name you already know, consult the
alphabetic index listing at the back of this
publication. The index will direct you to
the NAIC code under which the full
business entry is listed.

The business listings indicate the name of
the company, the address, including street
number, street name, suite/unit number,
municipality, postal code, telephone
number and an employee range (e.g. 1-4,
5-9, 10-49, 50-99, 100-499, 500-999,
1,000+). Where available, contact names,
titles, e-mail and Internet addresses are
also provided.

How to Add or Update Your Listing

A business information update form has
been provided at the back of the
publication for businesses in York
Region that wish to either add or update
their information. Alternatively, you can
add or update your business information
by logging on to
www.region.york.on.ca/nr/busdir/Survey/
Survey_form.asp. We appreciate your
co-operation in bringing any changes or
new businesses to our attention.

Disclaimer

While every effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy and
comprehensiveness of the information in
this directory, York Region cannot be held
responsible for any errors or omissions in
the text.

3300
MANUFACTURING

3314 Widget Manufacturing

ABC Widget Industries Inc.

123 Industrial Blvd., Unit 69, Vaughan L3Y 6A8
Mr. Tom Vercetti, President
t.vercetti@abcwidget.com

www.abcwidget.com
(905) 555-8423
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Business name

Address

Contact name and title

E-mail address (if available)

Internet address (if available)

Phone number, employee range and date updated




York Region:

One of Canada's Leading Corporate Communities.

Business and people are moving to take
advantage of a Region that works! A highly-
educated workforce, an ample supply of available
land, a variety of living options and prime
recreational opportunities make York Region the
Region of choice for residents and employers
alike.

York Region is one of the fastest growing regions
in Canada and is strategically located in the heart
of the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), Canada’s
major commercial and industrial centre. The
Region is comprised of nine area municipalities
totalling 890,000 people as of year-end 2004 and
covering 1,776 square kilometres (686 square
miles), stretching from Steeles Avenue in the south
to Lake Simcoe and the Holland Marsh in the
north.

Business & Employment Overview

Recent business and employment statistics
indicate that York Region is increasingly becoming
the location of choice for business across the GTA.
Between 1986 and 2001, York Region’s share of
GTA employment increased from 8% to 15%.
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By 2004 there were an estimated 440,000 people

working in York Region, including home and farm-
based jobs. This represents an annual average

!

employment increase of 4.9% between 1998 and
2004. This compares with an average annual
population growth rate of 4.8% between 1998 and
2004 in York Region.

In addition, a number of businesses expressed
their confidence in York Region by expanding or
developing new facilities. Industrial, commercial
and institutional building permits reached $866
million in 2004. As of 2004, there were an
estimated 27,000 businesses in York Region, up
from 21,000 in 1998. While the Region is host to a
number of large international firms, small firms
dominate the business landscape, with over 83%
of businesses employing less than 20 workers.
This large number of small firms indicates a strong
entrepreneurial spirit in the Region.

Employment by job type has remained relatively
steady since 1998, with full-time employment
accounted for over 79% of jobs in York Region in
2004. This stability reflects the overall health of
the York Region labour market. The large
proportion of full-time jobs is also encouraging
from the standpoint that these jobs are typically
more stable and higher paying than their part-time
counterparts.

Demographic Trends

Since the creation of York Region in 1971, the
population has increased dramatically from
169,000 persons to approximately 890,000 in
2004. By the year 2031, the Province has
forecasted that over 1.5 million people and
780,000 jobs will be located in York Region.

Since 1998, York Region has grown at an annual
average rate of approximately 36,333 people per
year. York Region’s rapid population growth is
partially due to its strategic location north of the
City of Toronto. Benefiting from an excellent
transportation network, a high quality of life and
available land space, York Region has become a
major growth area of the Greater Toronto Area
(GTA).

Strong growth in the population and employment
sectors in York Region over the past 20 years has
resulted in a large increase in the demand for



housing during the same period. In 1981 there
were 77,000 households in York Region. By 2004,
this figure had risen to 264,366, a 243% increase.
By 2031, York Region will have an estimated
500,000 households.

Relative to the GTA and Canada, York Region’s
population is younger. This is partially due to the
large proportion of the population between the
ages of 37 and 56 years of age. These “baby
boomers” made up 32.9% of the Region’s
population in 2003, compared with only 30.8% of
the overall population at the GTA and national
level.

York Region’s residents are well educated, with
66.4% of adults over 20 in 2001 recording some
form of post-secondary education. This is higher
than both the national and provincial averages,
which stood at 58.2% and 60.1% respectively. This
high rate of well-educated residents provides
Regional employers with an ample supply of skilled
workers.

The youthful, well-educated workforce is a positive
feature for businesses in York Region, ensuring a
good labour supply for years to come.



For more information on businesses in York Region, contact an
economic development officer or a chamber of commerce.

YORK REGION

Don Eastwood

Director of Economic Strategy
Regional Municipality of York
17250 Yonge St.

Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1

Tel: 905-830-4444 ext 1503
Toll free: 1-877-464-9675
Email: don.eastwood@york.ca
Internet: www.york.ca

AURORA

Dino Lombardi

Economic Development Officer
Town of Aurora

1 Municipal Drive, Box 1000
Aurora, ON L4G 6J1

Tel: 905-726-4742

Toll free: 1-800-269-3753

Fax: 905 727-4993

Email: dlombardi@town.aurora.on.ca
Internet: www.town.aurora.on.ca

Rosalyn Gonsalves

General Manager

Aurora Chamber of Commerce
14483 Yonge St.

6-14845 Yonge Street, Suite 321
Aurora, Ontario L4G 6HS8

Tel: (905) 727-7262

Fax: (905) 841-6217

Email:
r.gonsalves@aurorachamber.on.ca

EAST GWILLIMBURY

Dan Stone

Director of Planning

Town of East Gwillimbury

19000 Leslie St.

Sharon, ON LOG 1V0

Tel: (905) 478-4282 x249

Fax: (905) 478-8545

Email: dstone@eastgwillimbury.ca
Internet: www.eastgwillimbury.ca

Don Martin

President

East Gwillimbury Chamber of
Commerce

P.O. Box 199

Queensville, ON LOG 1RO
Tel: (905) 478-8447

Fax: (905) 478-8786

Email: egcoc@egcoc.org
Internet: www.egcoc.org

GEORGINA

Harold Lenters

Director of Planning & Building
Town of Georgina

26557 Civic Centre Rd., R.R. #2
Keswick, ON L4P 3G1

Tel: 905 -476-4301 Ext 246

Fax: 905 476-8100

Email: hlenters@town.georgina.on.ca
Internet: www.town.georgina.on.ca

Judi Ward

Office Manager

Georgina Chamber of Commerce
22937 Woodbine Ave., R.R. #2
Keswick, ON L4P 3E9

Tel: 1-888-436-7446

Fax: (905) 476-6700

Email: gbot@ils.net

Internet: www.georginachamber.com

KING

Bob Casselman, CAO

Stephen Kitchen, Director of
Planning

Township of King

2075 King Rd.

King City, ON L7B 1A1

Tel: (905) 833-5321

Fax: (905) 833-2300

Email:
bcasselman@township.king.on.ca
Internet: www.township.king.on.ca

Maureen Richardson

President

King City Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 12

King City, Ontario L7B 1A4

Tel: (905) 727-4529

Fax: (905) 727-7904

Email:
kingtownshipchamber@sympatico.ca

Nobleton Chamber of Commerce
Daniel Gilbert, President

Box 803

Nobleton, Ontario LOG 1NO

Tel: (905) 859-0060

Fax: (905) 859-0216

Website: www.danielsofnobleton.com

MARKHAM

Steven Chait

Director of Economic Development
Town of Markham

101 Town Centre Blvd.

Markham, ON L3R 9W3

Tel: (905) 475-4871

Fax: (905) 479-7764

Email: schait@markham.ca
Internet: www.markham.ca

Keith H. Bray

President & CEO

Markham Board of Trade

80F Centurian Dr., Suite 206
Markham, ON L3R 8C1

Tel: (905) 474-0730

Fax: (905) 474-0685

Email: info@markhamboard.com
Internet: www.markhamboard.com

NEWMARKET

Susan Plamondon

Director of Legal Services

Town of Newmarket

395 Mulock Dr., Box 328
Newmarket, ON L3Y 4X7

Tel: (905) 895-5193

Fax: (905) 953-5135

Email: splamondon@newmarket.ca
Internet: www.newmarket.ca

Debra Scott

Manager

Newmarket Chamber of Commerce
470 Davis Dr.

Newmarket, ON L3Y 2P3

Tel: (905) 898-5900

Fax: (905) 853-7271

Email: info@newmarketchamber.com
Internet:
www.newmarketchamber.com

RICHMOND HILL

John Meakes

Director of Economic Development
Town of Richmond Hill

225 East Beaver Creek Rd.
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 3P4
Tel: (905) 771-2523

Fax: (905) 771-2406

Email: ecdev@richmondhill.ca
Internet: www.town.richmond-
hill.on.ca

Leslie Walker

CEO

Richmond Hill Chamber of
Commerce

376 Church St. S.

Richmond Hill, ON L4C 9V8
Tel: (905) 884-1961

Fax: (905) 884-1962

Email: lwalker@rhcoc.com
Internet: www.rhcoc.com

VAUGHAN

Frank Miele

Commissioner of
Economic/Technology Development
& Communications

City of Vaughan

2141 Major Mackenzie Dr.
Vaughan, ON L6A 1T1

Tel: 905-832-8585 ext 8244
Fax: (905) 832-8610

Email: frank.miele@vaughan.ca
Internet: www.vaughan.ca

Deborah Bonk, CEO

Vaughan Chamber of Commerce
160 Applewood Crescent, Unit 32
Vaughan, ON L4K 4H2

Tel: (905) 761-1366

Fax: (905) 761-1918

Email: info@vaughanchamber.ca
Internet: www.vaughanchamber.ca

WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE
Marec J. Pourvahidi

Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

37 Sandiford Dr., 4t Floor
Stouffville, ON L4A 7X5

Tel: (905) 640-1910 ext 245

Fax: (905) 640-7957

Email: mj.pourvahidi@townofws.com
Internet: www.townofws.com

Helene Johnson

President & CEO
Whitchurch-Stouffville Chamber of
Commerce

6176 Main Street, P.O. Box 1500
Stouffville, ON L4A 8A4

Tel: (905) 642-4227

Fax: (905)-642-8966

Email:
chamber@whitchurchstouffville.ca
Internet:
www.whitchurchstouffville.ca



