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Dear Mr. Kelly:

Thank you for your letter of October 22, 2004, and for the copy of York Region’s report on the
Greenbelt Task Force’s recommendations and the protection of river systems.

The proposed greenbelt would curb unplanned urban sprawl, improve our quality of life today
and preserve Ontario’s natural heritage for future generations.

On October 28, 2004, I introduced Bill 135, the proposed Greenbelt Act, 2004. Bill 135 sets out
broad objectives for the proposed greenbelt. If passed by the Legislature, it would give the
government the authority to establish a Greenbelt Plan that would set out the types of land uses
that would be permitted and prohibited in the Greenbelt Area.

[ appreciate hearing from municipalities, stakeholders and members of the public on the
proposed plan for permanent greenbelt protection. As you know, stakeholder workshops and
public information sessions were held at locations across the Golden Horseshoe throughout the
month of November. The input provided at these consultation sessions will be valuable as we
finalize our approach to permanent greenbelt protection. The Regional Municipality of York’s
participation at the November 8 consultation session is both valued and appreciated.

I would like to thank the Regional Municipality of York for your interest and contributions as we
move forward with this important initiative. Ilook forward to your continued participation in
this process.
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