




























Presentation to York Region 
Planning and Economic Development 

Committee
January 16, 2008 

The Sustainable Urban 
Development Association 

(SUDA)



SUDA’s Purpose

To advance and foster a healthy
natural environment by providing 
information about better city-building. 



York Region’s accomplishments 
in sustainability

• Exceptional environmental programs and services
• Consolidated Growth Management Strategy, 

Sustainability Plan & Vision 2021
• Transit Oriented Development Guidelines
• Incentives for green design
• Natural heritage system 
• Corporate and community outreach 
• Mixed use, higher density areas in CBD’s
• Smart commute & ride-share
• Some renewable energy projects



Areas for improvement

• Climate change and energy crises
• Compact, mixed use development 

at density of 100 p+j/he or more
• Land Supply & Population Growth 
• Land use highly car dependent
• Improve public transit
• Intensification targets above PTG







57% of the Region’s future greenfield growth will be singles.
Can the Region really afford to service low density development?



Under current growth scenario,
119 km² of rural lands will be lost

to low density development



Some Urban 
Densities(Residents

GTAH (approx.) 3,000

GTAH excl former Toronto 2,819

Burlington (at 2021) 2,277

Mississauga (at 2031) 2,858

Amalgamated Toronto 4,239 

Former City of Toronto 6,814

York Region (at 2031) 2814
(approx. 43.2 p+j/h; excluding greenbelt & ORM)

Cornell 5,764

North Oakville 2,669

Vaughan (2026) 1,673

per square kilometer)



Business As Usual 
Doesn’t Work 

Anymore



To be fiscally responsible, 
York Region needs sustainable, 

compact, mixed use 
development!



How can York RegionHow can York Region
accommodate 574,000 new residents, accommodate 574,000 new residents, 

and 345,000 new jobs by 2031 and 345,000 new jobs by 2031 
in a sustainable wayin a sustainable way??



Need viable alternatives (cont’d)

• Plan to accommodate more than 1.5 million people 
by 2031. 

• Reallocate 65% of new growth through 
intensification and 35% to new greenfield lands

• Increase density targets for whitebelt areas from 
between 37-60 p+j/he to 60-100 p+j/he. 

• Prevent low-density construction along transit routes



Need viable alternatives (cont’d)

• Eliminate single use, single storey 
commercial development

• Determine capacity for sustainable 
energy: methane capture, geo-
solar, cogeneration; district 
heating/cooling, wind, local 
production/distribution



Viable alternatives (cont’d)

• Public education campaign to prepare 
residents for uncertainty and subsidize 
renewable energy

• shift taxes away from property towards 
energy consumption 

• undertake significant measures to reduce 
transportation vehicle-km’s



Here is one option…



Newburg
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4-storey 
stacked THs

Approx. 0.4 km²; more than 10, 000 p+j/km²



A Pedway in 
the Newburg 
concept

A mix of attached 
homes, apartments,  
and neighbourhood
commercial



10,000 + people and 
jobs/km²

HOW??



• Almost no single-use, single-storey 
commercial development

• Few SFDs; almost all ground-oriented 
homes are attached (row house-style)

• Multi-unit residential units house 50% 
of population

• Highly mixed use

Very compact urban form



Minor valleylands/streams not shown

Approx. 50 sq.km. shown
HWY.

Major retail and office uses mixed unto 
high density mixed use areas

Motor Vehicle Service 
Areas

Schools and other public institutions not 
shown; located throughout mixed use areas

High Density Mixed Use  
- FSI > 1.5

High Density Mixed Use  
- FSI > 4.0

Highway and Gateway 
Commercial

Primary Industrial (major 
mfg, warehousing, etc.)

Low-Medium Density 
Primarily Residential

Public parking facilities (not 
to scale)

Potential Secondary 
Transit Routes

High Density, primarily residential with 
some non-residential  - FSI > 0.75

Growing Towards Sustainability - 
High Density Greenfield Development

Arterial Roads w. High-Level 
Transit Services

Parkland / Athletic fields / Woodlots; 
excl. Parkettes

(Building Cities Not Suburbs)

1000 20000

Low Density Residential

Metres



So instead of this…



Newburg Results in this







It can be done.



Thank you.

The Sustainable Urban Development Association (SUDA)      
www.suda.ca
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