
From: Jim Robb [mailto:jimrobb@frw.ca]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 11, 2009 3:02 PM 
To: fscarpitti@markham.ca; jheath@markham.ca; jjones@markham.ca; jvirgilio@markham.ca; 
vburke@markham.ca; eshapero@markham.ca; cmoretti@markham.ca; jwebster@markham.ca; 
dhorchik@markham.ca; lkanapathi@markham.ca; achiu@markham.ca; Regional Clerk; FutureYork; 
mchan.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org; hjaczek.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org; peter.shurmanco@pc.ola.org; 
Calandra.P@parl.gc.ca; McCalJ@parl.gc.ca; Kent.P@parl.gc.ca 
Cc: mchan.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org; hjaczek.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org; peter.shurmanco@pc.ola.org; 
Calandra.P@parl.gc.ca; McCalJ@parl.gc.ca; Kent.P@parl.gc.ca 
Subject: RE: Regional OPA and Growth Plans  
Importance: High 

Dear York Region Chair and Regional Councillors: 
  
Please accept this Email as my request to make a PowerPoint presentation to York Region 
Council on Thursday November 19, 2009, regarding York Region's Official Plan Amendment(s) 
and associated growth proposals. 
  
At  a recent meeting of Markham Ratepayer groups, residents were unanimously  opposed to York 
Region's draft Official Plan and associated proposals for a 50% increase in Markham's population by 
2031  (151,000 more people) and a 7.3 square kilometre (7.3 million square metre) increase in sprawl 
onto Markham's irreplaceable farmland and greenspace.      
  
 To  protect Markham's quality of life, environment, foodlands, communities and property 
values , I strongly urge York Region Council to: 
   
         1.   Refrain from passing the amended Regional Official Plan and associated growth plans 
until further  public consultation has occurred to better protect Markham's residents and 
future;   

2. Work with other levels of government to limit Markham's population growth to less than 25% 
over the next 22 years and  avoid exceeding environmental, social, administrative and infra-
structure carrying capacities;  

3.  Support a 10 year moratorium on Urban Expansions to protect Markham's rural heritage, 
foodland and greenspace; 

4.  Expand the Greenbelt to protect 75% of Markham's "whitebelt" lands as a permanent 
Foodbelt and Natural Heritage System;  

5. Fully support the creation of a 40,000 acre Rouge National Park;  

6. Protect residential communities from over-intensification by enacting height restrictions 
(e.g. 6 storeys) near existing residential communities and by directing intense development 
to transit, transportation, employment and mixed-use nodes.  

I look forward to addressing York Region Council on November 19, 2009.   

There could be considerable voter push-back and growing public opposition to York Region's OPA 
and growth plans, if the above public concerns and recommendations are ignored.  

Sincerely, 

Jim Robb, for the Rouge Duffins Greenspace Coalition 

647-891-9550 













Grow the GreenbeltGrow the Greenbelt
Protect MarkhamProtect Markham’’s Foodbelts Foodbelt

and Quality of Life, Stop Sprawland Quality of Life, Stop Sprawl



What future will we choose?What future will we choose?



CanadaCanada’’s Finest Foodland Soils s Finest Foodland Soils 
Piled for Disposal in MarkhamPiled for Disposal in Markham



Markham Trees in WoodMarkham Trees in Wood--chip Pileschip Piles
only 5% forest cover remainsonly 5% forest cover remains



Only 16% of Markham Remains Only 16% of Markham Remains 
Protect MarkhamProtect Markham’’s Irreplaceable Foodbelts Irreplaceable Foodbelt



Proposed 50% Growth for Proposed 50% Growth for 
Markham is Unsustainable Markham is Unsustainable 



Backward Planning & Rapid GrowthBackward Planning & Rapid Growth
Threaten our Food Security, Health & Quality of Life   Threaten our Food Security, Health & Quality of Life   

The province established population projections for 
some communities subject to the Growth Plan, before 
assessing the related water and wastewater 
infrastructure needs, their associated costs and 
environmental impacts.
This puts the cart before the horse.

Ontario Environmental Commissioner 2006/07 ReportOntario Environmental Commissioner 2006/07 Report



50% Growth is Unsustainable50% Growth is Unsustainable

the landscapes of many parts of Southern Ontario have the landscapes of many parts of Southern Ontario have 
reached their capacity to accommodate additional reached their capacity to accommodate additional 
infrastructure, housing and human populations. infrastructure, housing and human populations. 

Current land development pressures are Current land development pressures are gobbling up gobbling up 
valuable greenspace and agricultural lands. valuable greenspace and agricultural lands. 

Infrastructure corridors for highways and utilities are Infrastructure corridors for highways and utilities are 
bisecting wetlands and other natural heritage areas. bisecting wetlands and other natural heritage areas. 

Environmental Commissioner of Ontario 2006/2007 Annual ReportEnvironmental Commissioner of Ontario 2006/2007 Annual Report



Serious Ratepayer Concerns Serious Ratepayer Concerns 
about Yorkabout York’’s Growth Plans for Markhams Growth Plans for Markham

increased traffic, crowding of schools and hospitals;increased traffic, crowding of schools and hospitals;

permanent loss of the finest foodland in Canada;permanent loss of the finest foodland in Canada;

increased pollution, flooding and property damage from increased pollution, flooding and property damage from 
upstream development;upstream development;

damage to community values and property values;damage to community values and property values;

overover--intensification near existing communities.intensification near existing communities.



Key Recommendations Key Recommendations 

1.1. Ask the Province for an extension to the Planning process to Ask the Province for an extension to the Planning process to 
give Markham time for better public consultation and planning;give Markham time for better public consultation and planning;

2.2. Work with Markham, Toronto and the Province to transfer some Work with Markham, Toronto and the Province to transfer some 
of the proposed growth in Markham to an adjacent area like of the proposed growth in Markham to an adjacent area like 
Toronto;Toronto;

3.  Remove any urban expansion marks (asterisk) on the draft 3.  Remove any urban expansion marks (asterisk) on the draft 
Regional Official Plan Regional Official Plan Map(sMap(s) north of Major Mackenzie Drive and ) north of Major Mackenzie Drive and 
any draft Regional Plan objectives, policies, maps or schedules any draft Regional Plan objectives, policies, maps or schedules 
which would allow this urban expansion in Markham;which would allow this urban expansion in Markham;

4.4. Work with Markham to put forward a Greenbelt expansion Work with Markham to put forward a Greenbelt expansion 
request to create a permanent request to create a permanent FoodbeltFoodbelt and Natural Heritage and Natural Heritage 
System between Major Mackenzie Drive and the ORM.System between Major Mackenzie Drive and the ORM.



MarkhamMarkham’’s Prime Foodbelt  s Prime Foodbelt  
Going, Going Going, Going ……

Markham Farmland Loss Markham Farmland Loss 12,085 acres (2001 12,085 acres (2001 -- 06) 06) 

Markham Farmland Loss Markham Farmland Loss 43% between (2001 43% between (2001 -- 06)06)

York Region Farmland Loss  York Region Farmland Loss  5%  between 2001 and 20065%  between 2001 and 2006

Ontario Farmland Loss Ontario Farmland Loss 1.5% between 2001 and 20061.5% between 2001 and 2006

Source: Markham 2009 Agricultural AssessmentSource: Markham 2009 Agricultural Assessment



York Region York Region 
& Markham & Markham 

have have 
already already 

approved   approved   
too many   too many   

Urban Urban 
ExpansionsExpansions



York RegionYork Region’’s Growth Plan s Growth Plan 
would pave another 7.27 km2 of would pave another 7.27 km2 of 

MarkhamMarkham’’s Prime Foodland s Prime Foodland 



Paving Prime Foodland is WrongPaving Prime Foodland is Wrong

Markham has sufficient land already designated  Markham has sufficient land already designated  
urban to accommodate growth for 10+ yrs.  urban to accommodate growth for 10+ yrs.  

If MarkhamIf Markham’’ s existing urban land is used more s existing urban land is used more 
efficiently, there will be opportunities for growth efficiently, there will be opportunities for growth 
without paving Markhamwithout paving Markham’’s prime foodland.   s prime foodland.   

With the growing public support for local food With the growing public support for local food 
production and security, it makes no sense to production and security, it makes no sense to 
pavepave--over some of the finest foodland in Canada over some of the finest foodland in Canada 
in one of our best climate zones. in one of our best climate zones. 



Expanding the Urban Envelope Allows Expanding the Urban Envelope Allows 
Developers to Developers to ““DriveDrive”” Planning Planning 

Once the urban envelope is expanded, Once the urban envelope is expanded, 
developers can developers can ““drivedrive”” the planning process the planning process 
through their deepthrough their deep--pocketed ability to beat pocketed ability to beat 
municipalities with consultants and lawyers and municipalities with consultants and lawyers and 
OMB hearings.  OMB hearings.  

Once the urban envelope is expanded, Once the urban envelope is expanded, 
developers can avoid the planning and developers can avoid the planning and 
development charges and steps necessary to development charges and steps necessary to 
protect community and ecosystem health and protect community and ecosystem health and 
ensure development pays for itself. ensure development pays for itself. 



Golden Horseshoe Consequences of Golden Horseshoe Consequences of 
‘‘Growth as UsualGrowth as Usual’’ by 2031by 2031

Potential Loss of FarmlandPotential Loss of Farmland
3000 ha/year (30 square kilometres/yr)3000 ha/year (30 square kilometres/yr)
92% prime agricultural land (69% Class 1) 92% prime agricultural land (69% Class 1) 

Potential Area of SprawlPotential Area of Sprawl
1000 square Km total by 20311000 square Km total by 2031
2x size of existing City of Toronto 2x size of existing City of Toronto 



Protect MarkhamProtect Markham’’s Foodbelts Foodbelt



Markham Markham 
CanadaCanada’’s Best Farmlands Best Farmland

MarkhamMarkham’’s rural area is predominantly the top category of Class 1 s rural area is predominantly the top category of Class 1 
farmland according to the Canada Land Inventory;farmland according to the Canada Land Inventory;

The Greenbelt study completed by the Province also indicated thaThe Greenbelt study completed by the Province also indicated that t 
the rural area in Markham is prime agricultural land;the rural area in Markham is prime agricultural land;

Markham Markham ’’s rural area qualifies as prime agricultural land under the s rural area qualifies as prime agricultural land under the 
Provincial Policy Statement (PPS);Provincial Policy Statement (PPS);

Less than 0.5% of Canada is Class 1 farmland.Less than 0.5% of Canada is Class 1 farmland.

Markham Source: Markham 2009 Agricultural AssessmentMarkham Source: Markham 2009 Agricultural Assessment



MarkhamMarkham’’s Ideal Growing Conditionss Ideal Growing Conditions

MarkhamMarkham’’s moderate climate, fertile soils and good rainfall and  s moderate climate, fertile soils and good rainfall and  
water sources support high foodland productivity;water sources support high foodland productivity;

Markham enjoys a flexible and diverse food production profile Markham enjoys a flexible and diverse food production profile 
which includes cash crops, fruit and vegetables;which includes cash crops, fruit and vegetables;

Climate change will increase the diversity of crops which can Climate change will increase the diversity of crops which can 
be grown in Markham;be grown in Markham;

With climate change and population growth, it is imperative to With climate change and population growth, it is imperative to 
protect foodlands with good rainfall, like Markhamprotect foodlands with good rainfall, like Markham..



Farming has Farming has ““GrowingGrowing”” Economic Economic 
PotentialPotential

Markham farmers want to keep farming;Markham farmers want to keep farming;

Markham farming is diverse, flexible and productive;Markham farming is diverse, flexible and productive;

Demand is growing for fresh, healthy, local food;Demand is growing for fresh, healthy, local food;

Source: Markham 2009 Agricultural AssessmentSource: Markham 2009 Agricultural Assessment



Farming is Economically ImportantFarming is Economically Important

In Canada, agriculture and the agriIn Canada, agriculture and the agri--food sector:food sector:

provide 1 in 8 jobs;provide 1 in 8 jobs;

account for approximately 8% of GDP;account for approximately 8% of GDP;

provide good food at one of the lowest costs provide good food at one of the lowest costs 
in developed countries.in developed countries.



Economic Benefits of Farming in Economic Benefits of Farming in 
Markham Markham 

2006 Markham Agri2006 Markham Agri-- related Revenues $62 millionrelated Revenues $62 million

MarkhamMarkham’’s Gross Farm Receipts / hectare ($1,272): s Gross Farm Receipts / hectare ($1,272): 

28% higher than the average for GTA farms ($999/ha)28% higher than the average for GTA farms ($999/ha)

63% higher than the average for Ontario farms ($777/ha)63% higher than the average for Ontario farms ($777/ha)

Continuing their trend of year to year increases.Continuing their trend of year to year increases.

Source: Markham 2009 Agricultural AssessmentSource: Markham 2009 Agricultural Assessment



Urban Expansion and Development Urban Expansion and Development 
Increases Flooding and Erosion  Increases Flooding and Erosion  

Markham has Markham has 533 areas (including 533 areas (including 
homes and businesses) andhomes and businesses) and 129 roads129 roads
which would bewhich would be floodedflooded during the during the 
Regional StormRegional Storm and a number of roads and a number of roads 
and homes which would flood in flows as and homes which would flood in flows as 
low as the 2low as the 2--year flood event. year flood event. 

Source:  Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Source:  Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
Page 5Page 5--2525 Rouge River State of the Watershed ReportRouge River State of the Watershed Report



Urban Expansion Increases Damage to Urban Expansion Increases Damage to 
Existing Downstream PropertiesExisting Downstream Properties

Urban expansion Urban expansion ……. . increases the magnitude and increases the magnitude and 
duration of erosive flows in receiving watercoursesduration of erosive flows in receiving watercourses

middle tributaries (Markham communities) would be middle tributaries (Markham communities) would be 
subject to subject to major hydrological impactsmajor hydrological impacts if the urban if the urban 
envelope is expandedenvelope is expanded

…… developmentdevelopment--induced changes to the flow regime induced changes to the flow regime ……. . 
cause uncontrolled erosion, enlargement, and habitat cause uncontrolled erosion, enlargement, and habitat 
degradationdegradation

Source: 2007 TRCA Rouge River Watershed Scenario Modelling and ASource: 2007 TRCA Rouge River Watershed Scenario Modelling and Analysis Reportnalysis Report



Main Rouge Watershed Main Rouge Watershed 
well above threshold for well above threshold for ““severesevere”” impactsimpacts

the the maximum imperviousmaximum impervious cover that a cover that a 
watershed can withstand before experiencing watershed can withstand before experiencing 
severe hydrologic changes and consequent severe hydrologic changes and consequent 
geomorphic and ecological impacts geomorphic and ecological impacts 
is approximately 10%. is approximately 10%. 

The The Main Rouge subwatershedMain Rouge subwatershed has significant has significant 
urbanization and an aurbanization and an approximate pproximate total total 
impervious cover of impervious cover of 18% as of 2002. 18% as of 2002. 

Source: TRCA Rouge Watershed Report Card Section 5 Source: TRCA Rouge Watershed Report Card Section 5 –– Key FindingsKey Findings



Flooding Damage is Increasing Flooding Damage is Increasing 
with Climate Changewith Climate Change



Costly Infrastructure Damage Costly Infrastructure Damage 
Canadians spent more than $3 billion in 1998 to Canadians spent more than $3 billion in 1998 to 
repair damages caused by extreme weather.repair damages caused by extreme weather.

Disaster recovery payments by insurance Disaster recovery payments by insurance 
companies and taxpayers have been doubling companies and taxpayers have been doubling 
every five years throughout the 1980every five years throughout the 1980’’s and s and 
19901990’’s, an alarming trend that cannot be allowed s, an alarming trend that cannot be allowed 
to continueto continue”” (IBC National Strategy, 1999).(IBC National Strategy, 1999).



Provincial Policy StatementProvincial Policy Statement

PPS 2.2.1PPS 2.2.1 Planning authorities Planning authorities shallshall
protect, improve or restore the protect, improve or restore the quality and quality and 
quantity of waterquantity of water by:by:

minimizing potential minimizing potential negative impactsnegative impacts, , 
including crossincluding cross--jurisdictional and crossjurisdictional and cross--
watershedwatershed impacts;impacts;



Urban Expansion Pollutes our Streams & Urban Expansion Pollutes our Streams & 
Drinking Water SourcesDrinking Water Sources

““meeting water quality targets will meeting water quality targets will 
become an increasingly distant goal as become an increasingly distant goal as 
the footprint of development expandsthe footprint of development expands””

Source: Rouge River Watershed Strategy and Implementation PlanSource: Rouge River Watershed Strategy and Implementation Plan
Water Quality  Section 4.2Water Quality  Section 4.2--30 Summary and Conclusions30 Summary and Conclusions



Polluted Water entering Robinson Creek Polluted Water entering Robinson Creek 
Trout Stream, Markham Trout Stream, Markham 



Dead Rainbow Trout in Polluted and Dead Rainbow Trout in Polluted and 
Eroded Robinson Creek, MarkhamEroded Robinson Creek, Markham



E. Coli BacteriaE. Coli Bacteria in Streams at  Markham / in Streams at  Markham / 
Toronto Border (Oct. 2, 2009)Toronto Border (Oct. 2, 2009)

Little Rouge River at SteelesLittle Rouge River at Steeles
E. Coli     bacteria level   250E. Coli     bacteria level   250

Main Rouge RiverMain Rouge River
E. Coli     bacteria level   380E. Coli     bacteria level   380

MOE Standard MOE Standard -- less than 100less than 100



E. Coli Bacteria Levels exceed MOE Public Health E. Coli Bacteria Levels exceed MOE Public Health 
Standards as the Urban Envelope ExpandsStandards as the Urban Envelope Expands



Chloride Levels exceed MOE Standards Chloride Levels exceed MOE Standards 
as Urban Envelope Expandsas Urban Envelope Expands

Source: TRCA Rouge Modeling and Analyses Report (2007) P. 4Source: TRCA Rouge Modeling and Analyses Report (2007) P. 4--22--1616



L. Ontario, MarkhamL. Ontario, Markham’’s Water Sources Water Source
already polluted from too much human wastealready polluted from too much human waste



What will your Markham Legacy be?What will your Markham Legacy be?



Protect MarkhamProtect Markham’’s Foodbelt s Foodbelt 
and Quality of Lifeand Quality of Life



Additional InformationAdditional Information

Website:    protectmarkham.wordpress.comWebsite:    protectmarkham.wordpress.com

Email:  markhamfoodbelt@gmail.comEmail:  markhamfoodbelt@gmail.com


