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April 7, 2004

The Honourable George Smitherman, M.P.P.
Minister of Health

Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care
Office of the Minister

10* Floor Hepburn Block

30 Grosvenor Street

Toronto, ON M7A 2C4

Dear Mr. Smitherman:

Thank you for your letter dated February 2, 2004 indicating that you share my concerns
regarding the dangers of exposure to second-hand smoke, and that making all public
places and workplaces smoke-free is a big priority for the Ontario government. It is
encouraging to see that Public Health is high on your agenda.

Having said that, [ am writing to inform you of the mixed blessing associated with your
Government’s promise to make Ontario’s indoor public places and workplaces 100%
smoke-free by 2006,

On one hand, there are communities in the province who would have not chosen to enact
smoke-free legislation in the foregeeable future. Provincial smoke-free legislation, even
if delayed until 2006, will make a significant contribution to the health of workers and the
public in those communities,

On the other hand, your Government’s promise of 100% smoke-free legislation has
served as an impediment in other cormmunities considering by-laws or improvements {0
existing by-laws to protect workers and the public from the significant health impact of
second-band smoke,

For exatnple, based on your Government's promise, City of Windsor Administrators
recommended in a report dated January 13, 2004 (attached), that City Council reverse a
July 21, 2003 decision (attached) to hold public hearings beginning in January 2004 on
the City’s smoking regulation by-law. On March 1, 2004, in the presence of more than
40 Bingo-funded charities, Windsor City Council supported the January 13%
recommendation in a 7-2 decision (attached). Even City Councilors who are members of
the Windsor-Essex County Board of Health supported the recommendation to defer a
review of the City’s smoking regulation by-law.

The ripple effect of City Council’s decision was to see Amherstburg Town Courcil
entertain a motion asking Essex County Council to repeal their smoking regulation
bylaws, implemented on October 1, 2003, pending Provincial action.

While I do not presently see Essex County Council concurring with Amherstburg’s
wishes, it does reinforce the need to see Provincial action in this matter as quickly as
possible to forestall any further threats. A copy of the Windsor Star article related to
Ambherstburg’s motion is attached. :
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Letter to The Honourable George Smitherman, M.P.P.
Minister of Health

April 7, 2004
Page 2

Based on what I have witnessed, I urge you for the good of Public Health to move immediately to set
forth an aggressive timeline for implementing province-wide 100% smoke-free legislation, with no
exemptions. I also recommend that, as part of this strategy, Public Health be given the necessary
resources to provide public and industry education prior to and during implementation, as well as
enforcement of the legislation once it’s in place.

In closing, 1 encourage you to do everything in your power to expedite the passing of province-wide
smoke-free legislation. Please do not consider any exemptiona that would leave a single Ontario worker
unprotected from second-hand smoke. No worker should have to trade their health for their paycheck.

The Chairman of the Windsor-Essex County Board of Health and I would be pleased to meet with you to
discuss this issue in greater detail,

Sincerely, \

Qo N\l ‘

G. Allen Heimann, MD, MHS¢.
Medical Officer of Health

¥ \Medical Officer of Health\Lewers\2004\Pograny\Min Smitherman ve peovincial smoking ban-April 2004 levdoc

Attachments--4

€c:  Dr. Sheela Basnue, Chief Medieal Officer of Health and Assistant Deputy Minister

The Hon. Dalton McGuinty, Premier

The Hon. Chris Bentley, Minister of Labour

The Hon. John Gerretsen, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing

The Hon. Ilim Watson, Minister of Consumer and Business Services

The Hon. Dwight Duncan, MPP, Windsor--St. Clair

The Hon. Sandra Pupatello, MPP, Windsor West

Mayuor Eddie Francis, City of Windsor

Warden Mike Raymond, County of Essex

Mt. Gary McNarnara, Boatd Chait, Windsor-Essex County Health Unit
Dr. Albert Schumacher, President, Canadiay Medical Association

Dr. Larry Erlick, President, Ontaric Medical Association

Dr. David Paterson, Essex County Medical Society

CEOs, Essex County Hospitals

alPHa Board Members

Lynn Beath, ANDSOOHA - Public Health Nursing Management

Mary Lou Decou, Association of Public Health Epidemiologists in Ontario
Ken Gormau, Association of Supervisots of Public Health Inspectors of Ontario
Jill Faulkner, Chair, Health Promotion Ontatio

Dr. Joyce Sinton, Ontario Association of Public Health Dentistry

Carolyn Kuntz, Ontario Society of Nutrition Professionals in Public Health
Peter Wiche, Ontario Public Health Association

Board Chairs, Ontario Health Units
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THE CITY OF WINDSOR

MISSION STATEMENT:

COUNCIL SERVICES AND CITY CLERK

Phone: (519)255-6212
CITY HALL 255-6215
WINLSOR, ONTARIO Fax: (519)255-6868
NYA 681 E-mail:_clerks@city.windsor.on.ca.

“The Clty of Windsor, with tie involvesent of its citizens, will deliver sffective and
responsive municipal services, and witl mabilize innovative community partmerships "

NOTICE OF COUNCIL DECISION

Windsor City Council adopted the following resolution at its meeting held July 21, 2003:

CR496/2003

That the public hearings to consider amendments for the City of Windsor No-Smoking By-iaw
BE HELD by the Windsor Licensing Commission commencing January, 2004 in accordance with the

werkplan outlined in the report of the Executive Director of Licensin

July 8, 2003,
Carried.

Basis Report Number 9551

o
General Manager, Corporate Services and City Clerk

July 24, 2003
ir

gﬁ#ﬁef Hhrorolotae. oy

Internal Distribution

Executive Director, Licensing & Enforcement Services
External Distribution

Bernie Campbell, Chairman

- Charities Association, Classic Bingo IT
13201 St Gregory's
Tecurnseh, Ontario  NEN 4M4
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Emie Lamont
1943 Oneida Court
Windsor, Ontario N8Y 1T
'Paul Susko
The Brickhouse Tap & Grill
1444 Ottawa
Windsor, Ontario N8X 2(2
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: Item No. 3
THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF VVINDSOR

Conneil aniroe — Licensine & Enforcamont Niv
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“Fie Cley of Windsor, with the involvement of lts etrizens, will deliver ¢ffecitve aud resporsive municipal services,
ant wifl mobilize innovaiive conununity parinersthips'’

BASIS Report Number: 9983 MH/7550 | ReportDate:  January 13,2004

Author’s Name: Diane Sibley, Exec, Dir. of .
Licensing and Enforcement Services Data fo Council: Fetwuary 2, 2004

Author’s Phone: 519255-6222 ext. 6428 Classification #:

To: Mayot and Member of City Council

Subject: Amendments to By-Law #11803 a By-law to Regulate Smoking in the City of
Windsor.

1. RECOMMENDATION: City Wide: X Ward(s):

Whereas the Frovince of Ontario has announced its intention to introduce smoking regulations
on a province-wide basis, be it resolved that NO FURTHER. amendments be made to Smoking

By-law 11803,
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
N/A

2. BACKGROUND:
City Council adopted the following resolution at its meeting held July 21, 2003:

“CR496/2003 That the public hearings to consider amendments for the City of
Windsor No-Smoking By-law BE HELD by the Windsor Licensing Commission commencing
January 2004 in accordance with the workplan outlined in the report of the Executive
Director of Licensing & Enforcentent Services, dated July 8, 2003.”

Subsequent to that the decision, a change of govermment at the provincial level has adopted a
policy whereby legislation will be introduced to ban smoking in public places by 2006. The
government has not released any draft legislation at this time so it is unknown what impact that
the legislation will have on the business community at this time.

3. DISCUSSION:

‘The City of Windsor was the first municipality in Essex County to pass a by—law that regulates
smoking in a public place. The by-law has been actively in effect since that time and enforced.

There have been fourteen (14) chatges laid and sixty (60) inspections completed for 2003.
lof§
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In view of the govemment's announcement to go forward with legislation that will prohibit
smoking i public places, it is recommended that the review of the by-law would be
mappropriate at this time,

It is unclear on what the province’s intention is when it comes to various businesses such as
gaming facilities. Public hearings at the municipal level may produce results that ate
coniradictory to the provincial policy objective,

Furthermore, once it is known what the government palicy is, Council may wish to review the
policy to see if it meets the community standards, The current status will remain in effect until
such time as the provineial legislation has been enacted, Furthermore, the existing smoking by
law will continue to be enforced,

4. FINANCIAL MATTERS:

N/A

5. COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN
N/A -

6. CONSULTATIONS:

N/A

7. CONCLUSION:

Therefors, it is being recommended that no public hearings take place in view of the provincial
govemments announcement to go forward with their own smoke- free policy.

"Diane Sibley ‘ Dennis Perlin
Executive Director of Licensing & Enforcement City Manager
Services

Roman Martiuk ‘
General Manager of Corporate Services

DSIBLEY/sr
. APPENDICES:
TR
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THE CITY OF WINDSOR

MISSI ON STATEMENT

“ﬁ,d“‘ “""‘b:o’

. COUNCIL & CUSTOMER SERVICES/CITY CLERK Phone: (519)255-6212

CITY HALL 255-6215
WINDSOR, ONTARIO Fax: (519)255-6868
N9A 681 E-masil: clerks@city.windsor.on.ca

WEBSITE: www.city.windsor.on.ca

responsive municipal servxce.;, and wiil mobilize innovative community partnerstha "

NOTICE OF COUNCIL DECISION

Windsor City Council adopted the following resolution at its meeting held March 1, 2004:
CR170/2004

Wherees the Province of Ontario has announced its intention to introduce smoking regulations
on a province-wide basis, be it resolved that NO FURTHER amendments be made to Smoking

By-law 11803.

Cartied, Councillors Halberstadt and Lewenza voting nay.
Councillor Zuk discloses an interest in this matter and abstains from voting. -

BASIS Report Nun mber: 9983 MH/7550

Steve Vlschodinos

Manager of Council/Committee Services/Deputy Clerk
March 17, 2004
hir

Internal Distribution

Council Services - Licensing & Enforcement Division [Diane Sibley)
City Treasurer .
-City Solicitor

Extemal Distribution
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