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To i inmncdiate ationtion of the Clerk and Council April 5, 2004 — Alert 04/014

A0 Responds to Environment Minister’s Announcement on Review of
Tnvironmantal Assessment Process and Waste Diversion Strategy

Issuo:  Environmaent Minister Leona Dombrowsky announces a review of the environmental
y 1 . . .
assessment process and will release a wasle diversion discussion paper related to new 60%
larget.

Backyround: The Minister of Environment's announcement includes a review of the EA pracess, and
daveloping a framewark agreement to avoid duplication of Federal EA legislation. Members of the
Pancl wore not announced today.

The 10-person advisory review panet will have municipal represcntatlon and will:
. Idumi’y key irnpadirents to obtaining limely approvals for projects subject to the environmental
gssossraant process, and
v Fxamine the existing environmental assessment process and identify potential improvements by
category of activity.

The Ministry of Environmenl wiil also release a discussion paper on options for achieving the 60% waste
rJivaMnn torget. The paper will include discussions on:

<« Sailing provinee-wide objectives;

- Betling diversion targels for residential waste;

«  Centratized coraposting,

< Phasing in a ban on organics and other recyclable malerials in landfills

.« Introducing new oplions for source separation for IC&] sectors (industrial/ commercial flnstltutuonal)
«  Considering new and emerging waste management technologies; and

«  Piomoting packaging reduction.

AMO will develop a response for the Minister's consideration when the discussion paper is available.
Below is the toxt of AMGO's News Release Issued today.

Tor (i:i!r;, Oht A nril 5, :5504 -- The Association of Municipalities of Onlario (AMO) loday reacts o the
Minister  of E'nvironmcnt the Hon. Leona Dombrowsky's announcement of changes to the
Environmenlal Assessment (EA) process, including the appointment of municipal representatives to an
advisory panel,

“Addrossing duplication belween Provincial and Federal environmental assessment process will give
municipal governments some much needed clarity on approval of infrastructure projects,” said AMO
President Ann Mulvale.  “It's also cncouraging that the panel will consider the fact that different
categorius of projects may need a different process.”

A Ministry of Environment discussion paper to be released shorlly will cansider a number of options for
achiaving 80% waste diversion, including increased composting, phasing in a ban on organics, source
saparation and peoraoting packaging reduction.,

“Municipal recycling programs are subject to a nurber of rules and regulations, and it looks like there
could be mcre,” commented Mulvale. "Municipalities work at the end of the waste stream and it would
ba pradant to find oul how we can work harder on the front end where the packaging is produced, and
efforts ar new technolagios and recycling uses.”




